Teeth of the Dog
Casa de Campo, Dominican Republic

Architect: Pete Dye (1971)

Par  Rating Slope Yardage

Black 72 76 135 7263
Gold 72 744 134 6969
Blue 72 71.2 132 6429
White 72 68.8 126 5954
Red 72 68.0 118 4827
Overview:.

Early in his career Pete Dye established a beadhhae Dominican Republic with the creation asth
course at Casa de Campo. He was so enamorecheifiidce he bought a residence next to thgr@en and
spent his lifetime tinkering with this beautifulastde course. What resulted is a distinctiveidedayout that
has been chosen as the site of the prestigious Raterican Amateur Championship twice in the lass f
years. Because of the success of his first dédgge’s fingerprints can be found on a plethoreesbrt and
private courses on the island and as a result tmimlcan presents a full treatise of the Dye desigpertise.

Looking at an aerial view of the jagged coastlie¢ePEmust have noticed that it resembled the sharl o
German Shepard guard dog from a WWII prisoner ofsganp. This is where the course gets it's monaket
Pete staked his reputation on the difficulty thegtresented. If the wind is up at 20 mph plus #peitation is
well earned and all bets are off on the medal scéel suggest to people when they play wind swept
capricious links lay outs, make sure you have a&ingbing, it is a hedge against a medal score wesck and
will insure that you have a good time no matter whanspires.

It is worth noting that with so many greens setiagidhe seaside backdrop it gives you little depth
perception which makes calculating approach castadce a major challenge. An experienced caddiean
accurate range finder can instill some needed dende in solving the riddle of picking approachbslu

Having said that, in spite of the reputation ageRanost punitive design, | think the course hasuk
that is far worse then it’s bite. This is very rwpositional driving course where success omafipeoach
depends on the angle of attack you are left withhef tee. If the wind is not debilitating, a playeho
thoughtfully positions their tee ball can, for tmest part, control their own destiny.

The call of the rocks and the surf is the obviosychological battle you must negotiate. But, as seel
with Pete’s most challenging tracks like TPC Sawgrand the Ocean Course at Kiawabh, it is the irthava
green complexes that present the stiffest challeagd make the value of position off the tee sotgivto
scoring well. This is a relatively flat seasideq® of ground so Pete created topographical iriteyasising
many table top greens to create shoulders thaspiilla shot without the requisite intention imbev hollows
or fierce collection bunkers from which full Phittécs are required for recovery. The green sudae often
narrow irregular shapes which accentuate the ditfifdn keeping an approach on the dance floorgitoper
attack angle makes that much more plausible.



The greens and surrounds have Paspalum grass isladiearty plant that survives well in hot, seasid
conditions. The stuff is very grainy and affectsting pace and, equally problematic, chippingtb# sticky
surface of greenside surrounds. Both of theserfaagto your play so, in anticipation of the Paspaleffect,
you should probably prepare by hitting a dozenhgiscand chips in the designated short game prautee
next to the driving range.

Once on the greens take notice of the angle odhlhdows which will reveal the direction of the iseft
sun and help you anticipate the effect of the goairall putts. This is a place where you should tbe pace of
the putt first and then consider the line to matphThere is sufficient swerve in the surfaces thelues that
makes picking the accurate line difficult enouglit, tontrolling the speed of your putts will havermato do
with avoiding a knee-knocker above the hole oxd@dters coming back.

The bottom line is that you better carefully coesigour preferred drive position on every tee and
expect that a short game with a wide variety otive recovery shots will be required if you areshmot
something within your handicap range.

As is detailed in the Hole-By-Hole descriptive be]doth sides have a similar rhythm-they start with
mellow inland holes before tossing your fate to¢hk of the Sirens on the rocky coast line. 8itag on the
first tee a wide fairway fans out in all directidmst it is a solitary palm through the left rougiatis your shot
line. With a short club in your hand, a coffeel¢éafireen complex that repels shots in three doastawaits
your approach so it is evident early on that déxtevill matter.

The next three holes slowly ramp up the challereerle you reach the first toothy stretch of The Dog
From the fifth to the eighth it features a pairatky par threes and a couple of tough par fousedhin for
good measure. At only 125 yards an on-level pitth a tiny green of the fifth seems very doabl#, Wwind,
fear, and one tree with long reach off the froghtimake this anything but a pushover.

This is followed by the #1 handicap hole on thersepa mid-range four par where the prevailing wind
pushes your Titleist toward the rocks that snugfggecoastline. The further right you play off tee to play
safe from the sea the harder the angle into thengiecked back to the left.

Next is a signature par three that sits adjacetitddackyard of Pete’s Dominican residence. This
green is a much more generous target then thebiifthhe sweeping contour of the putting surfacelead to
serious head scratching as your ball separatestfrerhole and you think you can make out an audibtetle
from just over the fence to your right.

Much like the sixth, the eighth profiles right-tef around the coastline but it actually plays k &a
stroke harder to me because the green complex hels more immediate peril associated with it. Thuss a
premium on the distance control and accuracy of#dwend shot. The outward half ends with a thheg4sar 5
where you drive it over remnant of the runway @& thd Casa airport. In the old days you had tueace
your drive with arrival and departure of jets semwy the resort. Once in the fairway show sinéra@st on the
layup to get into position for a short pitch to gae more birdie chance on this side.

Relatively tame inland holes start out the seatind but the wake up calls begins at a very kitehy 3
at the 18 hole. The descriptive below tells the story, fhia tough par if you miss the elusive puttingate.
The sobering Par 5 that follows brings you bacthtosea and it is definitely a hole where you nkesp your



wits about you. Pete sets you up for a sucker ipbadting you to go for the green in two but yowé¢o resist
that temptation because the green is set on adigiié to the hazard and it is very shallow to yequroach.
There are bad results lurking on missing in angaion.

From 15 through 17 you are back in the jowls efdlog and it takes sound strategy and great shot
making to get through this sequence without sersmasecard carnage. Both par fours have greenleas®p
hanging over the Atlantic so the wind influencaist’'s maximum. The par three in between is pbbpthe
hardest hole you will play all day. Pay close ditento the pin position which will dictate the jper intended
flight line for your approach.

Turning back inland the day ends with a solid fpar which once again calls for articulate shot
placement off the tee and conservative line oragfroach since a watery grave is hovering belovetthéront
of the green. There is plenty of room right of green complex and, with the right shot shapectmours in
that landing area can feed your ball onto the pgtsurface.

When you are done make sure to enjoy a post gaiffet hunch in the Lago Restaurant that overlooks

the finishing hole of the Dog and a long view of ghoreline. The food is excellent and the atmespis
perfect for decompression after the round.

Hole-By-Hole Analysis: (Blue/White)

#1 Par4 371/332 yards

The course opens with a fairly rudimentary Par 4ctvigives you a chance to establish your balardceide
open driving area, aim to the palm tree throughfairevay to the left to set up an approach to &grieicked to
the right, perched on top of a mound. There iscukler fall off long left that you need to bewafeor you are
playing a tricky pitch to save par. For all piresdnaim at the dead center of the green and puggbkes to the
day’s hole location.

#2 Par4 357/346

This one has a very innovative Pete Dye look i higsaccessorized the hole with reclaimed driftwplashks
along the dry bed waste area that defines the ddgteand a waste area short and right of thergrésoks
almost like a picket fence from the tee and it fearthe needed right to left drive nicely. The apph favors a
slight fade into a narrow green that slopes towand so a ball landing on the front edge feedinghgoputting
surface is the best approach.

#3 Par5 453/427

This short five par presents your best scoring dpipity on the outward nine so make it worth itrivie
straight away off the bunker on the left which ddquout you into an attack position in the centethaf fairway.
Depending on the wind direction this might be reduté but, like the first, the green is set up dmab so
managing a long club up the opening and gettitg $tay on the narrow green is a tall order. i Yay up to
75 yards you should have a manageable pitch withtBpt can give you a birdie chance. Front leftker is
the main no-no on this one.



#4 Par4 371/340

This dogear right brings you to the doorstep ofgbaside holes on the outward half. Drive todefiter to get
an open look at a green that sits high above thaKér from hell” on the right. Aim front left odl @ins and
try to feed it to center. Only acceptable missa®lare left. Make a par and you are in the figimhe of mind
for the upcoming coastal challenges.

#5 Par3 137/122

The seaside holes on the front are tantalizingusexthey are not long but, depending on the wiretton,
they are really no easier than those on the babiks is a short pitch across the corner of thers®sa narrow
green working away from you shaped like a throw rlige lone tree reaching across the front righteoof
the green will bat down balls and put them in semredictable places. There is no safe line ondida. The
only shot here is a cut off the ocean into theaeot the green. Walk off here with a par and goelin the
distinct minority of players having played today.

#6 Par 4 402/388

Considered the #1 handicap hole on the card &t hot sure why-unless you are playing the GolBlack
Tees under Coast Guard jurisdiction. Aim at thekeus on the right of the fairway, there is pleatyoom
there to avoid the corner of the ocean. You dtenigh a very manageable mid-range iron to a grestrat a 5
to 11 angle without much trouble. A draw approeah use the right shoulder mound to feed a bail tim
center and back of the green.

#7 Par 3 186/122

A beautiful sight from the tee, this is the mospiggraphed 3-par on this course, mostly becaustsibelow
Pete’s vacation home backyard from where he coitlteas player folly first hand. Much like the ldtsis a
very generous green that slopes away from thelsidkers. Any shot that works right to left up treen
should find a reasonable putt to the day’s flagnlike: the fifth hole, you should walk away from bewith a 3
every time.

#8 Par 4 399/335

As the #3 handicap hole | found this hole much @atldan it’s sister #7. Similar to the strateggréhaim at the
bunker on the right to open up an iron shot inedlreen set below and to the left against the seasbcks.
The approach must carry a large bunker directfyant of the green, a manageable task if you aagipg) from
the fairway. It seems tempting to play the appndasm the right but there is a culvert depressiver there
that may gather a ball rather then release it treéqgreen. This approach requires the couragkayogp the
center of the green no right-to-left drift that idbring the rocks into play.

#9 Par5 535/526
Heading back inland this is a very playable thrieet$iole to end the front nine. Drive to right teroff the

bunker jutting in from the left. Your lay up isatarge tree through the fairway on the left whigh give you
a short iron approach back up the hill where tleegrcomplex is perched to the right. The bunkerstihg the



green on the right make the right pins very harddbat, recovery from there is by no means easy.
approach into the center of the green for all ggesms logical.

#10 Par 4 378/352

Much like the front nine the back nine starts iddrom the club house and therefore the first foales are
quite scoreable before you get back to the se#s hidie is a hard swinging dogleg left but you wan&im to
the wide open area right center off the tee tdlgebest look back at the green. The second shota well
guarded green set slightly below you that seenfisviar a right-to-left draw. Missing left leavesl@ey bunker
recovery so aim front right and work the ball up ttenter of the green.

#11 Par5 551/536

Probably the most routine hole on this side, ditive right center off the bunker on the left. Yday up is at
the bunker through the fairway on the left, thigip up access to the green set right. The pudtirfgce is
raised slightly with the Dye fall offs on eithedsi You should have an attack yardage on yout #oruse it
boldly.

#12 Par4 397/388

This hole bends to the right on the second so gat tee ball to left center. Green access is openfade but a
ball without sufficient enthusiasm will fall shahd right into the bunker. If you are on a prokdémapproach
line aim at the front left of the green and pitghthe throat of the green on your third to try aagle a par.

#13 Par 3 168/137

On all Pete Dye tracks there is a hidden gem afla that lacks popular fanfare. This that gem be Dog. A
simple appearing middle range Par 3 this tablegtepn is long, narrow, and particularly problemstitiold.
The fall offs right and left to the waste bunkems pronounced and up-and-down recoveries from resilde are
extremely unlikely. Only shot is a tight draw hiegion the front center of the green that feedhamarrow
putting surface. A par here would get you a weletved high five from Pete.

#14 Par5 490/454

One last very testing five-par before you get & @erman Shepard’s molars again. Drive is simplé-left
center off the sprawling waste area on the rigtite second shot has to take on varying amountseofvater
hazard on the right depending on how you decidgfyoach this cape style green set to the riglienk you
are within range, attacking the green in two i®alde in the making since the green is raised and to hold
with anything but a Jack Nicklaus towering fadaylup is left at the bunkers short of the greerctviieaves a
very doable pitch up the length of the green. Beste here is probably accomplished taking thesewative
route.



#15 Par4 322/302

Buckle your safety belt low and tight across yap because the next four holes, which have the tbreest
handicap ratings on this side, will challenge yllirskill set. Just remember that the carrieoasithe Teeth
of the Dog chasms are usually more substantial ttheylook. A seaside wind will have it's way wigbur

ball. Ilike three wood here at the bunker throtigh fairway on the left to give you a look ovensoland at
the green set well to the right above the oceaourépproach line is at the front third, left edf¢he green. A
pitch and a putt to save par is no embarrassmeat he

#16 Par 3 154/142

Far and away the hardest of the one-shot holesherDbg, this one has a huge diagonally set greeplex
with a narrow boardwalk of short grass betweerfribie and back sections. If the pin is on the iteis a
routine high fade at the left edge. If the piomsthe right it is simply an Arnie hitch-up-yoursga courageous
play right at the flag. Missing short left on thigck pin does not take the double bogey chancg savéhrow
caution, and your Pro-V, to the wind and go for ghay.

#17 Par 4 369/330

One more rocky dogleg across the jaws of the dobit longer than 15, out left once again to themprea
leaves a death defying approach back into the greszhed above the ocean. If the approach shks lioo
precarious lay up and pitch up the green.

#18 Par 4 389/375

The finishing hole brings you back inland but ishenty of risk if you are trying to finish withgar. Drive it
strong to right center and you have a right-to-¢eftry shot around a water hazard into a greensetto the
hill. The landing area of the green feeds fromrtght, so use it as such to delimit the chancekihg on too
much water or the front left bunker constellation.



