Streamsong Blue
Streamsong, Florida

Architect: Tom Doak (2012)

Par  Rating Slope Yardage

Green 72 74.1 131 7176
Black 72 72 127 6698

Silver 72 69.7 123 6285
Gold 72 71.6 122 5531

Overview:

At the lowest point of the economic downturn in 20@ith virtually no new golf course developmentrgpon,
the management of Mosaic Company called the twmgddsms of Tom Doak and Bill Coore/Ben Crenshaw
to come out and look at a reclamation project st @&reage in central Florida from which they hadrb
mining phosphate for a half a century.

Mosaic had made a deal with the state that, rdkiger expend the money to bring the ground backgo i
original condition, they would be permitted to loud golf resort on the property. Mosaic had indrkind of
Bandon Dunes East, multiple, free-flowing sand tag#f courses in the middle of central Floridaattract the
high end retail golf community. They could not/eaicked two better modern, old-school architéztselp
put this resort on the map in a very challengingnemic environment.

Doak’s reaction, when he stepped off the helicotttat brought his team for the first site visit,sna“Dorothy
you are not in Kansas anymore” moment. Theressro way they would have expected to see such a
turbulent piece of sandy topography in the statélofida.

Given four parcels to consider, the two groupsabeut a collaborative process of identifying thetlggound
and prospective routings for the first two cours&€le central part of the property had the talpésts of sand
and the deepest crevices from the mining daydiisowas what they identified as the most opporfalaee to
create 36 holes of walking golf with plenty of wicdnd plenty of drama.

Tom Doak will tell you that his team got the momhesive and dramatic part of this parcel which rhaan
could route greens and tees in close proximity aerthe walking efficient. Better still, the wicdind elevation
changes already existed to support his preferremydetyle, open and accessible green complexédotg of
adjacent short grass contour which would requirefadthought by the players off the tee to geth® optimal
approach line for the day’s flag positions.

With very little perimeter boundary in this parttbe property and few absolute forced carries,dudcprovide
players of all caliber a way to get around withthg anxiety of penalty shots and searching foei&ts and
Srixons. Nice feature in a resort golf experience.

The hike up to the first tee box may leave you wohtut the view unfurling beneath your feet will ag¢one
for this Blue Course experience. The hole is @39 yards and there is plenty of open ground orchvto land



this drive, but the steep slope up to the greenpbexrand the angle to the day’s flag that avoi@sdtiset
greenside bunkering puts a premium on picking theatage approach line. As Jack Nicklaus usedypyou
have to play the holes backwards in your mind if goe going to be successful on a course with sgyma
strategic options in play.

A couple of sprawling holes in the next two brirguyto the middle of the outward half, which is afi¢he
most unique sequences on the course. It spedksak’'s ability to draw from the existing terraintneal
looking holes with strategic challenge for the sg@layers while giving the lower trajectory play@tenty of
options for success.

The fourth hole could have come straight out ofGloere-Crenshaw Bandon Trails Course at in Oreddter
hitting the drive into a generous upramp framedbbikers on the left, the player who wants to cihagiethe
flag has a super steep elevation approach to d gtieen complex perched on a corner plateau above a
constellation of nasty sand bunkers. For thosk lgds adventure in mind there is a diversionatioago play
at the huge bail out area right and long from whiekking a bogey should be a cinch.

What follows is a short pitch 120 yard Par 3 thastrarchitects would not have the temerity to preseday.
The narrow serpentine green is 74 yard long stimgicilong a spine on the hill below that falls gitpaway
from the line of flight of your tee shot. If thend is blowing at all the exposure of the green midlke

getting a ball to find and stay within a particuaction of this green an act of pure golfing wizgr Many a
big hitter will be walking off this green writingosvn an above par score, scratching their head erorglwhat
went wrong.

The next short, quasi-driveable Par 4 is where &bghted from his helicopter on his first site visFrom the
tee you are looking up and across the brow of ithéoha wide landing area that feeds down to ihet fof one
of the most prominent dunes on the property. Gtherjuxtaposition of the slope of the green tonyapproach
angle this could be one of the most difficult 73d/pitch shots you will have to hit all day.

A short walking path brings you around the dunthteomost awesome Kodak Moment of the day. From the
precipice tee on #7 you get to watch the majdisgiet of this 175-yard shot plummeting into thegget of a
catcher’s mitt green nestled into the base of tstyndune complex on the other side of this mineeriagoon.
If you end up on playable turf it will be a bighistory to share at dinner tonight.

As you finish the opening nine, make sure to saumter to their halfway hut that features an inééregy array
of southwestern fare. These tasty and homemade theos are not your typical dog at the turn.

When you look at the work of Tom Doak and his asges the real architectural genius is often digadleon
holes where they did not manipulate the ground wemgh at all. Such was the case on tH& e number 1
handicap hole on the course where they draped plegnfiairway over and across a low hill leaving jeisough
landing area blindness to put doubt in your minthefbest line to play. What follows is a long chtn¥i
approach to a bunkerless green that drops awaytiathatural flow of the land. Picking the rigabtling area
short of the green with just the right releaseetoybur approach leak onto the putting surfaceireggreat
judgment and skill. The brilliance in this hole wetling the ground speak for itself and not adding
unnecessary static to what nature presented.



As you approach the middle of the back nine thedaurses coalesce as the Blue Course is workingnsisle
the perimeter of the property and the Red Coursgabng back along the property line toward tihebbhouse.
The short Par 4 18is probably one of those holes that could haverahto either man’s route plan and |
expect there might have been pretty fiesty cont@rsson just how to handle it.

Standing on this tee the expansive driving areagau into reaching for the big stick and maybeshago at
the green. Adhering to the adage “restraint idt¢er part of valor” is the way to go since eaar80-yard
pitch into a slender, long green suspended ab@egiausly nasty waste bunker and the lagoon igoallcan
handle. The bail area to the right may comfort patia recovery pitch from there brings the burd@oss the
narrow green back into your mind. This is a clgvdesigned short hole which demands two contrcdied
accurate plays to get on without any serious sendegamage.

The finish is very strong-three of the four hardemtdicap holes on this side are in front of ydhe sequence
begins with a very natural looking minimalist pretsion of a Par 4 that plays similar to tHevith about 50
additional yards on the approach. No bunkers tidaw the green complex but the short grass sadou
contours and the pitch of the green surface maikeytise ground to control where your approach egline to
rest of crucial importance.

The longest Par 3 of the day-plays effectively ®2% yards with the uphill green setting-is follahay a very
kitchy truncated 575 yard Par 5 that requires tistesng and accurate blows for a par opportunity.

Courses that finish with a grand look of the clulbmare rare, but Doak was blessed with a periect of
sloping ground to create a memorable and diffitaishing hole to do just that. Standing on the itgust
looks like an horizon of fairway in front of yolhdre is no hint of what is to come if you can lgodr ball at
the top edge of the hill that looks down at clubd®green setting below.

The long approach shot must carry a distracting loébunkers almost 100 yards from the green cormatel
one solitary pot directly on line to the centetltd green about 40 yards short. Doak providedtpleibail
room to the left but that is the devil's bargaincg even a short pitch from there is straight ddvenfall line
and it will be difficult to keep a recovery pitchyavhere close to the flag. No, this approach shathitch up
your pants moment where a draw working around tdidopnker straight at the flag is the only sensdbiet to

play.

Taking the short walk off this green to the club®staging area barely gives you enough time talexdnd
appreciate how vigorous a golf experience Doakesthted in the Blue Course at Streamsong.



Hole-By-Hole Analysis: (Black/Slver)

#1 Par4 330/330 yards

In the realm of opening holes that can get yourth@amping this is one of them. After the aeraddimb up
the mountain to the tee box it is hard to focusgarticular spot in the vast landing area preseipédow.
Temptation is to hug the left side, just past theker at 122 yards, to give yourself a side dook lep the hill
at a sprawling green set past a furry bunker sitght. The front pin is really hard because oalsé front on
the left but the rest of the surface is receptwé &eans towards you and to the right.

#2 Par5 530/516

The visual challenge off this tee is characterisfizvhat you will see all day, a lack of definitiofthe driving
areas. In fact you have to ask the caddie wheagnido make sure you are heading down the rightég.
The lay up area is littered with mounds and futygraations so you have to focus on carrying it the 125
yard and less zone which can give you an unfettéeedhe green complex is very challenging asvrepped
a horseshoe green around the nose of a bunkenh flhe worst mistake is missing right wherelihakers
are deep and well below the green surface.

#3 Par4 370/359

This is a hole configuration you will see throughthe day. Drive is left center just inside the ponker at
145. From there you have an open approach toscslyer green complex with a surface that stretébes
yards. Predominant lean is back left to frontrighha soft draw on the approach should work umgtken.

#4 Par4 417/369

As described in the overview this rugged, uphiiggar four would feel right at home at Bandon [BraDrive
is to center of the uphill ramp, anything left iretadjacent fairway bunkers is five or worse. pla¢eau green
is a club plus above you and wedged to the lefintakeh wall of bunkers. The conservative play isrhe
bunker hive on the right at 40 yards and usinggtieeind right of the green to feed it to the froRtars here are
likely made with a pitch and run and a pultt.

#5 Par3 121/115

The queasy feeling you get standing on this neptagrh and putt three par is understandable. peséine
70-yard green that rolls away from you presentsahchallenge in finding the flag even on a shbdt dike
this. It will take a truncated swing that feeds bHall down to the flag to get into the flag sectad the green.
If you have not figured this out yet, the groungasir friend. Likely that you ability to lag putt a three-foot
circle will determine whether you walk off this tekaking your head or not.

#6 Par4 317/295
There is something about the way this hole clingdhé topography that will grow on you. A shorspibly

driveable, Par 4 where the green is hidden jusiratahe corner to the right, at the bottom of a nislape
behind the pot bunker in the center of the fairwByg hitters might consider taking on the challength a



bleeding power fade over that bunker, but | like 220 yard drive just left of the pot. This leagsdownhill
80 yard pitch and run over an elephant’s buttiat@la bunkerless green that pitches right to |&fetting it
close enough for a true birdie putt is a task.

#7 Par3 188/176

Pull out the camera, this one needs to be addgaluiophoto group on the phone. When you get tagbeahe
look down across the lagoon is breathtaking. Tibe/f a full forced carry to a green complex nediinto the
base of a furry dunescape will make your heartgateken. The downhill is a club less so | likeb1@ the
center of the catcher’s mitt but what the contduhe green surface does to your ball once it teaaown
matters a lot. There is a big mound right ceritat tan be used to feed the ball to center and Téfe pins on
the right and the back have no reliable approawhdp play center and get ready for serious hurttprgu A
par here makes the entire Blue Course experiendd o

#8 Par4 437/414

As the #2 handicap hole this slightly dogear left 2 is a stiff challenge. Drive at the bunker gee in the
fairway-just right of it will give you the best l&aip the steep hill to the green tucked to the I&ffong and
narrow kidney shaped green works back to the bghtveen the bunkers. A right to left approach thefirst
third of the green is probably the safest playittpias.

#9 Par5 541/510

The outward nine ends on a fairly lengthy Par 5 sehlolind driving area masks the routing of the hd@eive it
over the left edge of the bunkers embedded intdithe front of you to hit it to center. No wagedng to the
right off this tee on that line or you are reloaglirFrom over the crest you see the hole meandsaitdedt
below you. Lay up to an attack distance sincedgheen is a very shallow approach target elevdighitly

from the fairway. Halfway house is just past tB& fee in the woods and they serve some delectatis that
are highly recommended.

#10 Par 3 161/129

A very non-descript three par begins the inwarenbut that by no means is to say this is not taresting
challenge. The hole plays on level to the teemogigd so you do not get much sense of the lengtheo$hot
required into a long green set on a 4 to 10 anglee left green side bunkers is a deep carve otd gou have
to avoid that one, the ones to the right are shvadilod more manageable. A soft draw follows the bhthe
hole but it is important to get it into the correetction of the green

#11 Par 4 454/427

For those with a love of links design this very gienmid-range Par 4 will really fit your eye. $ttagged the
#1 handicap hole but it is by no means the hatestyou will play all day. The drive is once ags@émi-blind
with a couple of directional bunkers out around 286@ds. Best line is either side of the one inrthédle of
the fairway. From there you are looking acrossrapied piece of approach ground to a green withaakers
that sits below and slopes away from you. The@gugr must land short and trundle onto the puttintase-
getting proper measure of the roll out to the dg@ysis just pure feel.



#12 Par 4 490/351

As they say in luge, you are now getting into #aehhical part of the course-controlling your ballsital to
staying within the confines of the rack on thesetmwo holes.. The first one is a drive to cent¢o what
appears to be a narrowing driving area between $aimeay bunkers. What is left is a one club melevation
shot into a tiered green tucked to the right onhilevith a partial forced carry over an encroaahivater
element on the right. The bail out is left of tireen but the aggressive approach is a right-teshefped shot
working up the line of the long green.

#13 Par 4 293/279

This one falls into the drivable category for thegth large kohones and little brains. The hazagltens your
target line severely the closer you get to thergseeany miss left off this tee is a disasterrefgr a 200 yard
shot to center which will leave you a very shotaeid club into a 50 yard long green draped ovehtha@bove
you. He provided a safe area to the right of tteeig but the recovery pitches across the narroengecan be
very tricky. The cavernous pit short left of thegn is an absolute No-No, recover from there i&kely. This
is a hole that should give you a birdie opportubitly you have to play the shots with good sensechat
purpose to succeed.

#14 Par5 510/489

On this next tee ball you must avoid focusing anftirced carry across the lagoon, it is actualhery doable
shot and the rest of the hole becomes a simpleataikis Par 5 steps it's way up the hill. Drigddft center at
the power poles in the distance. The lay up sbtout 110 just to the right of the fairway bunkgirsching in
from the left. A short elevation pitch into a gneset slightly to the right is what is left. Thyseen has a
pimple bump in the dead center of the putting sigrfhat can deflect approach shots in either daect

#15 Par 4 398/357

This mid-length Par 4 is another of the very inééirg links style holes out here. You will seeadr pf cross
bunkers 75 yards from the green in the left ceotdne fairway, drive it to center at the right edaf those
bunkers. There is plenty of ground contour indpproach across these bunkers and a huge elepingmin
the center of the fairway. The bunkerless greesei®n a left-to-right downslope, so aim to tifeded let the
ground feed the ball right onto the putting surfa¥®@u will marvel at the movement of your ball this
approach once it touches turf.

#16 Par 3 215/205

If you were waiting for a long Par 3, here you hévdt is made even longer by the severe uplal ynust
traverse to get to the ledged green complex setealtioyou have a driver or three wood in hand yaianing
point is the bail area left of the green. Recoy@tghes from there are quite doable. Missingtraftthis green
is a complete disaster-very high scores are lurkiege.



#17 Par4 573/525

The last five par is a bit of a design outlier foe, it looks more like something you would seeiaeR/alley
then on a links course. That in no way takes an@ay the dramatic look and challenge of a very mexhle
three-shot hole. Drive is to center adjacent og&nd intrusion pinching from the right. Now yaave to
make a decision how much risk to take on to enhgnge chances of an aggressive approach into gengr
The shish-link string of bunkers that diagonallgsses the fairway from about 150 yards on thadefb yards
on the right is a full forced carry. Do not takeiit unless you are sure your fairway metal caly ttigar it. If
you lay up short you will have about 165 yardshupltill to a green setting pinched by more coratieths of
sand. Your approach needs to carry into the midtitee green since the front left is a steep faiget.

#18 Par 4 453/439

As | said in the overview it is rare to have a metigefinal hole that ends up at the foot of thebblouse but you
have one here. This is as technical of a finishiolg as you will ever play. Smash a drive uphtifiealong the
left side of the fairway. If you hit it far enouglou get a glorious view of the hole tumbling belgou to a
naked green set to the right below the clubhodsether lay up decision-either play it to 130 behihe nest
of bunkers in the middle of the fairway or blowiter them to the right of the lone bunker abouydfils short
of the putting surface. Everything feeds leftight and onto the green once you get past thaptatst The
green itself is steep left to right and back tafreo even a short third shot needs to be engideer¢he ground
to end up close to the day’s pin.



