Ojai Valley Inn Golf Course
Ojai Valley, California

Architect: George Thomas and Bobby Bell )92

Par  Rating Slope Yardage

Blue 70 71 131 6292
White 70 69.3 126 5908
Red 71 71.3 131 5211
Overview:

George Thomas and Bobby Bell, a pair of graduatéiseoPhiladelphia school of golf architects, mtgcatheir
professional shingle to the West Coast around 192@y quickly established themselves as a goitdqga
pulling quality golf courses out of the challengiegrain of this part of the country. Along witHigter
MacKenzie they went on to produce some of the fige courses in this region.

Ojai Valley Inn was created around the same tim€somore storied sister Thomas-Bell designs BHad-Air,
Riviera, and Los Angeles Country Club. Set agdimstdramatic mountain ridges that surround the Oja
Valley, you will see genius of these two men inrtladility to refine the effect of the rugged topaghy with
innovative routing and implementation of the stgatelesign concepts that make their courses aoj@jety.

The tight configuration of the available land falfged them to an unusual course routing thatudek three
Par 5’s and five Par 3’s in a Par 70 layout that meeasures just under 6300 yards from the back t®et
when you consider about 350 yards in exchangdaighole for an extra short hole and the effeethitls and
the wind have on lengthening many approach shwtse tis nothing meek about the golf challenge @giey
presents.

This set of green surfaces are as consistentlyl smany | have seen on a championship coursénding the
target requires great precision. They have satatien and slope which means approach line afectay
really matter if you are going to avoid putting hliation on the greens. The signature high edigshffaced
bunkers that Bell brought to all of their creati@msipled with the drastic fall offs adds intimidaatito the mix.
To have success out here it takes a tactical apprimedriving to find proper approach positionsdzhen the
day’s pin.

There is a convenient grass turf driving range straftt game prep area just below the golf shop, makeof it
to get your swing tuned in before you embark tofitse tee as the front nine opens with five hdlest will get
your immediate attention. They play across sonméehilliest terrain on the property and demarstigiined
shot making right out of the gate to avoid infingiserious scorecard damage early in the round.

The first two holes you have to put your tee slots relatively small landing area (see the HoleHRyle
Analysis below) to have a credible approach to vexy angular green complexes. On the second if you
succeed in finding the center of the fairway, yawda short club in hand but are staring throulginge picture
window at a steeply pitched green that hovers aladvarowing barranca from which there is no recpve



Two short Par 3 holes on the front, the first ofahhyou reach at the third, require delicate skbdts into tiny
greens with no bail outs. The 100-yard pitch antthird seems innocuous to the eye, but pickingitire club
given the elevation change and any wind can makevéry small target particularly elusive.

After another bracketed carry across the “Deer Gahgn the short Par 4 fourth, you face a clasgorGe
Thomas uphill approach over a browed Billy Belkfidfaced bunker that guards the left front of treeeg. The
pitch up the hill better have serious friction besathe green is barely the size of your thumb nail

Take a pause on the precipice tee of the holedaktyCondor’'s Nest” to appreciate the glorious karop the
surrounding mountains present as you look dowhistidng Par 4 unfurling below your feet. Thisnegents a
swift change in gear as four of the next five hal@sgive you plenty of room to unleash your swiagd
channel your inner Dustin Johnson.

The seventh hole, “Crosby’s Creek named in deferém¢he Hollywood star who played here often tigtaut
his career, is the #1 Handicap hole on the caddtademands two well executed blows to have aranch to
make a par. The key is to protect from the traiaok number if you are out of position off this,tee a stream
runs diagonally through the second half of the lamie will give you serious pause in your club stbecto
reach a very tight plateau green complex framettdns and deep Billy Bell bunkers.

After the second of the short pitch Par 3’s youehawery handsome march up “Eucalyptus Alley” anltng
awaited first Par 5 of the day. The green compktinto a hill just below the hotel is framed bgcked flash
faced bunkers and makes for one of the many Kodakents of your day.

Make sure to get a little snack and some cold sefreent from Libby’s Market as you make your waythug
hill on the other side of the hotel to the tent t& his next series of holes have delectable igsasthey play
on the high side of the property to start the irduaalf.

The look off this tenth tee is majestic as a swegpong Par 4 falls below your feet and then wdrask uphill
to the tight green complex. The mountain backdsdpe stage for the Pink Sunsets this place isvkrfor.
Two scoring opportunities presents themselves enaihg Par 3 and short Par 5 that follow as youkwour
way back to the thirteenth tee to play a mirrorge&ar 4 adjacent to the tenth.

Preparing for the final run you start wrapping baotund the lower end of the property you expegdrm the
opening nine where elbow room is going to disappedrprecise shot making will prevail. You neededke
advantage of the getable Par 3 and Par 5 at fousate@ fifteen because the mysterious “Lost HoleQjaf” are
just ahead.

In the years of the Second World War the militaag labducted the land under a few holes in a reocostesr
of the property which made them disappear. Batliastoration in the late 1990’s these two “Lostddbwere
rediscovered and, along with the stiff finishinddjoset up a dramatic final exam to your golfirayd

Part | is “Captains Pride” a unique survival paeththat you may think does not fit the flavorlod tourse.
But the spectacular view you take in from the ee tee makes it the signature hole in all thabligations.
The parameters of this hole are as tight as anyhgoe seen all day so a very conservative apprisaeuisite
in avoiding a bad number at this point of round.



Part Il is the multiple choice section of the tesited “Inspiration”. The tee box on seventeepasched by
itself, cocooned by high mountain topography, whickates a tranquil respite that many have used for
memorable wedding ceremonies. Nupitals asid&ké@s@wo dexterous decisions and well executed asradk
make a much needed par on the second of the reatedrholes.

The essay section is the eighteenth, a steep rbaathup to the clubhouse which will put extra pueson
trying to win the back nine Nassau. The amourtedénsiveness required in the final approach alyot
dependent on your tee ball position. There ars fmbe made with a dexterous pitch and putt froortgight
if the carry over the yawning Billy Bunker that fits the left side of this precipice green complesrss too
much to swallow.

If you picked the right tee length there is a gobdnce the tally ends up in the satisfactory rabgel assure
you that on reflection you are going to feel yofl é&few out there. A return visit to get anotshpt at this
intriguingThomas/Bell creation is something | Idokward to as well.

Hole-By-Hole Analysis (Blue/White):
#1 Par 4 373/371 Yards Plum Blossom

Dogear right over a blind hill. Aim at the cartlipdaoward the second tee and the ball should feed t
collection area about 130 years out. Expect admj® lie into a shelf green perched into thedblbve. One
more club in for the elevation change to a greeardpd by a deep U-shaped face bunker front |efizatieep
swale front right below the face front. Side hifjht of the green influences everything, the b@uac the
approach and any subsequent pitch or putt.

#2 Par 4 358/330 Devils Cauldron

Truncated sharp dogleg right where you have totcainsyour shots to stay out of the ever presentbaas
down the right and then surrounding the green. ta@®10 yards off the tee at the fairway bunkef lgdve 110
to 130 to the raised green set to the right orother side of the barranca. Green is tipped fracklight to
front left and there is an unseen bunker long tdaia an overly aggressive approach. Best approgs$is
long into the fat wider part of the green.

#3 Par 3 115/105 Shorty

Very short downhill pitch to a kidney shaped greeh5 to 11 protected by bunkers left and righdr $6me
reason it does not play shorter than the measthe.green has fall off edges all around so theragrpoint is
center of the green below the hole. Anything longight is dead on arrival.

#4 Par 4 297/274 Deer Canyon
The short hole plays uphill and into the prevailmigd so it is slightly longer than it's measum&im at the tree

at the top on the hill on right and let a draw fakk into the center of the fairway where it stéotnarrow
precipitously. The approach is uphill over a senglove shaped classic Billy Bell bunker short &ftof the



putting surface. Even though this green is the efzyour thumbprint, if you drive it in middle die fairway
this is a scoring opportunity with a short club.

#5 Par 4 440/433 Condor’'s Nest

From a perched tee this is a long downhill hole gemerally plays downwind. Safest drive is to ainthe red
tree on the right. But an alternative for the aggive player is a draw that comes down the lé& behind the
big tree on the left and catches the power slpirtg an extra 30 yards forward. Long second thaslight
mound just short on the left edge of the greenlenid feed onto the green. Green is protected kised
back edge deep bunker on the right and the susfapes left to right so aim to left center andgetvity feed
your ball to the pin of the day.

#6 Par 4 312/299 Mistletoe

Another short four par you tee ball is about 20@26 yards with a slight draw at the right fairnaynker that
extends to the green’s edge. This leaves a shontipto slightly raised super small green prageldby this
bunker and another high lipped bunker on the Iifis a short pitch in but no good approach lapast center
because there is a creek just over the back thataiect something with too much zeal.

#7 Par 4 392/379 Crosby’s Creek

The #1 Handicap hole. Drive at the left rough Btdhe prevailing hill feed it to the fairway. Aiing right
the approach is blocked by the trees. The cresgodially meanders through the center of the fairfinay
right to left the second half of the hole towardigtree that frames the left of a green thatadisve the
fairway. If you have doubts about the carry togheen because your drive is out of position, layeit about
110 yards from the green. The green has a fads¢ $o0 take enough club to reach the center aoid ave
lone, deep face bunker front right from where ug downs are hard to come by.

#8 Par 3 128/119 Hogan’'s Hollow

Another short iron three par that can confound ydine view of the raised pie slice green is obsduny the
rock hill on the right and it sits substantiallyoal you so it plays a club and a half longer. €hsra false front
on the left that feeds down to a hazard and one bamker hidden from view right of the green. @ewf the
green is the target for all pins. Anything in tight bunker is an extremely tough up and downesithe green
slope falls away from the bunker.

#9 Par 5 517/499 Eucalyptus Alley

Named because the path from tee to green is thiglstiand narrow through parallel eucalyptus teedoning
both sides. There is mounding along both sidekefairway that can help contain your drive frdm tree
line. Slight left to right drive into the centefrtbe fairway will run into a hill. Unless you cgrthe hilltop
there is no way to reach this green in two. Laysuglonger club into the valley short of the ey bunker
which gives you a clear look at the raised putSngface with bunkers straddling on both sides. Jileen is
long and stepped to the left so the best appraaals tn from the right to find the correct leveltbé pin for the
day.



#10 Par 4 419/404 Matilaja

This picturesque dogleg was named after an Indigmtdry of the tribe that inhabited these partyWwa when.
Drive off the high tee directly in front of the tagrants at the fairway that sprawls out below yeet. Aim at
bunker on the right and the side slope will fedtiteo the center of the driving area. Uphill apach into a
veal chop shaped green that is sandwiched by dedggebs. Aim at the mound just off the edge ofright
bunkers which will feed the ball to center. Fdlamt so pick enough club, probably a club andlarnare, to
get up into the center of the putting surface.

#11 Par 3 227/181 Pink Moment

A medium to large par 3 so named for the beaupiftk sunset staged each evening on the mountakdbze
behind. As mentioned all three of the one sho¢$ioh this side play to a similar club selectidiou want to
sling a soft draw off the tree behind the backtrighrner of this green to avoid the sprawling anzolebnker
that flanks the whole left side of the putting sied. The green is flat which is good news andneads-good
news there is not much break once you get on, bad it will not hold a lower trajectory shot vergllv You
can use the roller derby side banking that cothegight side of the green to slow down your apploand
feed it to the center of the green.

#12 Par 5 487/458 Honeysuckle

Heading back up to the clubhouse, this gentlelinee journey from tee to green is the shortesheffive pars
out here. Slight fade off the tee gives you th&t beew of the green complex. It is certainly fiealcle with a
big tee ball otherwise lay up short of the fairvimpker to get the best access angle into the lesfdttis tiered
green. There is another bunker draping the riiglat Isut with a short club in hand flag huntingnsorder. Lots
of undulation here so try to plan the roll out ofagpproach accordingly. The back right pin is asely small
shelflet and there is one more bunker just behindl will take a precise lawn dart to engage this p

#13 Par 4 405/399 Valley Oak

Once again at the steps to the restaurants this ld@ a mirror image of number ten but it iead severe
approach on your second. Slight draw to left aele@ves a decent carry, about a half a club mgre, ramp
into a green that is well protected by a bunkdrant right and a false front on the left. Onermbunker back
left frames approach into this diagonal tiered greet from 8 to 2. If you work your approach upittie green
to today’s flag it this hole will present a goossng opportunity.

#14 Par 3 203/186 Sander’s Snare

Second of the longish par threes on this side ishasdelectable view from a high tee to a grean phays
slightly downhill but into the prevailing breeze the distance is likely true to the measure. Omapkers
haunt either side but there is open access tordeng It is a beautiful sight watching your shot of the sky
toward this inviting target. | think middle of tlggeen is the preferred landing spot for all pins.

#15 Par5 571/510 The Landing

One last restful breadth before a very difficuish. As the name indicates this tumbling fairwiaya bit of a
landing strip, but the hole is a full three shoédor sure. Drive is a draw aimed at the endhefducalyptus



trees that frame the right of the green that wlldw the right to left slope of the fairway. Lap as long a
club as you are willing to an attack short irootspf your preference. The raised brow on thetfraght
bunker masks a piece of the green and anotherifigikinker on the left, but there is no real teigkin the
putting surface so try to get it close.

#16 Par 3 203/179 Captain’s Pride

Now the final exam begins on the first of the jaswpmping “Lost Holes” that were restored in the [A890's.
This is a long carry shot across a sea of bunkéssa long rectangular narrowing green lodged pregsly
above a hazard on the left and OB on the righéciBion is required to keep your ball out of a# thishugas.
Aim just over the front bunker into the first thiof the green, anything past that point is justgéng bad fate.
The raised sides will dampen and feed the proparoagh into the center of the green. Truth be toddl,is an
elusive score here, so a second shot from the batdsest to the putting surface is a hedge stydtmgmaking
bogey and delimiting damage to your scorecard.

#17 Par 4 403/385 Inspiration

From the elevated matrimonial tee box, the viewhefOjai Valley gives this hole it's name. Thssaifull
forced carry drive where you want to hit a dravhat left bunker and let the slope of the fairwaidhbon the
left side. Any approach from the right is mordidiilt because of the diagonal set of the greemamiRhe left
the approach shot is slightly downhill into a targeeked right where deep bunkering flanks the tamlat and
the high left of a green complex with many segmeheged like a preying mantis. It is importangéd the
ball into the right segment or two putts will betzore.

#18 Par 4 442/387 Demaret's Challenge

Take a moment to walk onto the back tee for a genl look from an alcove tee box across the alysiset
landing area. Fortunately, if you are playing assigle distance, you get to walk up another 55 y&oda more
reasonable teeing position to play this very stret®gHandicap hole. Strong draw off the tee wibrkvdown
the hole but you must hold it to right center td ge unobstructed view on your uphill approach ihio
perched green complex. With the uphill elevatiomponent this approach will play every bit of 209atds to
a green with strong bunker protection short lett emddle right and a sentinel tree on the rightvgibme reach
framing the target. Working the ball up the opgnimo the back left of the green is the task, ao'tthe
surprised if it takes a recovery pitch and a putnhake a well hard earned par on this challengmighing hole.






