Rustic Canyon Golf Course
Moonpark, California

Architect: Gil Hanse (2002)

Tees Par  Yardage Rating Slope
Blue 72 6634 71.6 128
Hanse 72 6390 70.4 126
White 72 6049 69 122
Red 72 5275 65.3 112
Overview:

Every once in a while you trip over a unique gmlfirse, one that does not fit into any of the neat
categories of course design. Rustic Canyon isobtigose, a blend of links design with an arid deseurse
feel. Created by Gil Hanse with the help of lomget associate Jim Wagner and golf writer Geoff 8aHord
the course was built on flat firm, sandy turf itme-mile long arroyo between dusty foothills abdQtmiles
north of the Los Angeles sprawl.

At first glance the land must have seemed ill sufte golf, but credit the imagination of thesesthr
guys to come up with a rough-edged “rustic desigrdelight and challenge golfers of all abilities.dry wash
full of distinctive desert vegetation and scrub duates the center of the property and provides wioiste
hazards the golfers will encounter. With wide ofsnwvays, an absence of trees, no rough to spgatatural
desert hazards complimented with a limited numib&/agnerian thick-lipped jagged edged bunkers,rand
man-made water in play, they used a minimalist @ggin to integrate natural beauty and topographicahce
into an almost intoxicating golf experience.

Taking a page from the links formula of courseigleshey created holes using broad fairways and
angled proximity to the natural hazards coupledhwitde, flowing, and uncluttered green complex&kere is
a vague similarity to what Hanse did seven yedes k&t Castle Stuart Golf Links where he built artfsiendly
links course with wide driving areas and strategiproach lines on stretches of rolling terraced lan
overlooking the Moray Firth in Inverness, Scotland.

As you often see in the British Isles these gi@amplexes, many of which the surrounds blend
seamlessly into the green surfaces, encourage diapproaches. Depending on wind direction and pin
positions each day this makes for an inherent tyaokstrategic approaches. Managing one’s wagessfully
around this place takes a links mentality whereyeshot requires proper consideration of how ieetf§ the
next shot. This means at times one must tempeesgjge instincts and allow the flow of the couxsdictate
the proper and efficient way to play.

The first order of business was that Rustic Cariy@assembled as a municipal facility to serveegslf
of every ilk in Ventura County and the greens fad to be quite reasonable. The driving range tgjaone
area, and practice putting green are modest bujuadie to provide players a proper stage preparinéoday.
Golf carts are outfitted with a rudimentary GPStegsthat can be very helpful considering that dok lof



trees makes depth perception an enigma and vigiahding a challenge. The course is walker fhigmdth
hand carts available and there is a pricey haadiminimalist yardage book that can be helpfukae. The
yardage book is done in the style of the touringfgssional so it has all the real detail a thinkiteyer needs
without the glossy window dressing. But honestiy yrave to be of a particular mindset to find y@sdage
book user friendly.

With four sets of tees on the scorecard theredistance to present the appropriate challengevienye
handicap. You will note that there is a peculiihfchoice, the Hanse tees, that is actually &&dlatter of
holes from the Black, Blue, and White Tees. It ggfor a wonderful 6400 yard challenge if one thitiie
Blue Tees at 6634 is more than they can chew.irJdlie Hanse tee you have to pay attention tdithese
scorecard yardage for each hole to see which tedoto play on that hole. The shorter holes aengslayed
from the Black Tees which satisfies the perversehoalement in most of us-that in itself makesafior
interesting twist.

The opening hole is a perfect example of the aeslgracteristics you will see all day. Standingloe
tee of this five par the harrowing bunker on tightimakes the driving area appear seriously canstia
whereas it actually widens past the bunker to alm0sg/ards of width and a warm welcome for almast a
drive. In spite of this wide driving berth, positiis very important depending on how you will neate the
dry bed fissure on your second shot that biseet$atst 140 yards of the fairway into the greenr &bump and
run approach shot into the green, the second ssatsto be played from the left side of the drivanga deftly
into the narrow channel of mown fairway grass ¢éfthe fissure. Up the right off the tee allows &longer
second shot lay up to a more open area closeetgrden but what is left will be a lawn dart pitapiclub
across the hazard to a green steeply pitched toyeard If the pin is on the front right this can ddifficult
approach and putt to negotiate. Throughout thetliese types of decisions have to be anticipatedisa
matter of knowing where the pin is located andtpigtan approach path that is appropriate.

Further study of the scorecard reveal quirky lyalelages and hole sequencing that is equally
intriguing. The front nine has three par 3s anddtpar 5s with all the par threes coming in a figk
sequence. In the links tradition the three pavelggeat variety from longer semi-blind approadiodsirge
sprawling greens to short pitches to small green®anded by deep sand pots or nasty grass holldlwsow
in a two very imaginative short par fours on théward nine and you are playing an a collectioniégse
holes where length is of little advantage.

As you make the turn sequential technical par 5sioa and ten followed by another on thirteen paevi
good scoring chances in the second leg of yourdlalsst. The heart and soul of the back side haeetiong
and challenging par 4s which set an entirely dffie cadence for the way in. To further complicatdters the
routing keeps you off balance as the hole direstmmitchback five times on the back nine. With any
prevailing North/South wind down the valley thidiwireak havoc on your swing rhythm and force yoylay
differing trajectory controlled shots on every hole

It is hard to imagine as you walk the course thaté is actually a 240 foot drop in the propertit as
works from the top of the valley to the bottom. eTlhst change in direction on the sixteenth tekraliéase you
on a downhill ramp that stretches the rest of thg @ the clubhouse. This makes for three of thetmmjestic
holes you play all day but the increment of cluleston adjustment can be astounding, especiathyeifwind is
at your back. Ground control to major Tom.....ithe only way to control the approaches into thetlaze
greens.



The Hanse crew was determined to create a rugfiegerience with the natural design feel of the
architects of the Golden Age of Design who couldmove large quantities of dirt to make a supetib lyaes.
Honoring that tradition, Rustic Canyon requiresutiatful play with strategic agility. The satisfgifieeling of
mental exhaustion one gest from negotiating thawnag of a classic design is something to refledbog after
the Rustic Canyon experience is done.

Hole-By-Hole Analysis (Blue/Hanse):

#1 Par5 512/512 yards

The landing area on the first hole opens up beybadunker into one of the widest fairways on tberse
which is cusped to center to keep balls from wandehrough the fairway. 1 like a strong one otlez left
corner of the fairway bunker which will give yowetfull width the architects intended. The decisiaaking is
on the second where to lay up in relation to thit fene (a dry desert burn) that begins at 14Qhenleft and
cuts across the fairway wrapping around the rigle of the green. From the right it can be a Spimmedge
into a green that leans toward you just over th.faDare to lay up across the burn on the ledt you can
leave a simple pitch and run up the heart of tleemgr Not sure there is much sense in the secanidecthis
early in the round. The theme of natural hazamtssparse bunkering is established early.

#2 Par 4 443/424

This is a challenging par four set against theshiiht plays to a 4.75 to me, just play smart aalk wff the
green with a five. If the wind direction makesstigreen reachable then you want to drive it dowerlaft and
take on the OB stakes on that side. This will giwa a clear path for a long club to the puttingate. On a
normal day a drive up the right leaves an obscuied of the green over a bunker complex about 58s/a
short of the green but you can play a lay up hybrithirway metal back into the space left of thigker for a
straight on pitch and run approach from there.yés will see throughout the day this green complas a
huge apron surround which will accept low approadacefully. There is a high point in the cemtethe
green that will disperse the ball to any side butastly leans right to left.

#3 Par 4 308/315

The three short four pars are what | believe din® ¢ourse it's unique character. For the modt gaess the
wind is favoring these holes are not drivable farenmortals but they do make you choose your arrows
carefully. Safe play is right of the hazard coméout 210 which sets up an optimal angle baaktim long
green set to the left. Taking on the left sidéheffurry mounds off the tee would leave a straigim level
approach but that area seems to me a very sngdittaif the tee. To make a birdie you have to t@kéhe pin
but be aware that the flanking bunker left of theeg is a 7.5 nasty on a scale of 10 and over $eame with a
hard elevation pitch back down the slope of thegre



#4 Par 3 152/166

This course presents unusual sequences of thethaldseep you off balance. This is the firstloke par
threes over the next five holes and has a bitaé land seek in it. If you love links golf you widcognize this
hole arrangement with fondness. A short to middie is played semi-blindly over a furry berm to@pen
green sitting on a 4 to 10 o’clock angle to the t€he shoulder pads on the right will feed an aepph left and
onto the front third of the green. The entire grbanks toward you and to the right so | like tigat-to-left
curve working into that tendency. Another hightspahe front right makes for some slick puttimgrh the
high areas back left to the lowest point front tigh

#5 Par 5 545/545

If you liked the opening sequence you will lovesthext “fly like a butterfly sting like a bee” stem It begins
with a segmented three-shot hole that shares glayia at the back end with the second hole inealornoch
tradition. Wide open driving area where placemagtit center will give you the best set of optioihe
decision making is on your approach line and agivesess as the second shot crosses the dry wdsioan
must decide how much to take on. Knowing the pithe day will help clarify this decision. Goingrfthe
green in two up the left is doable but the leawsii miss is a very difficult elevation pitch uteep left front
to a side table green arrangement. If the pimithe right then the lay up is well right just shofra pot bunker
at 50 yards just left of the nasty bunker compleorsof the 24 green. This leaves you a straight approach
angle to the table top that won’t require you togéhe ridge that creates the false front lefot @l that? Just
don’t wander left or you have that same feat aff@s$tory recovery pitch. The designers providedm@venient
pitching area long that will come into play if ygo after a back pin. Playing this is a hole tlegjuires a great
deal of forethought to say the least.

#6 Par 3 200/128

The Hanse/Blue Tee balance tips in Hanse’s favahismext one where it is a short iron pitch ratihan a
fairway metal from the blue tee. From the Hansg & short pitch from a lovely veranda tee setHoss
unfettered ground to a receptive cusped greentbligelow. The green leans away from the footloltsthe
right so anything landing on the right front siddl ¥eed to center and left. A small high area dialleft will
dampen that effect nicely. As it is with most loé par threes the challenge is not getting to thergbut in
negotiating the very tricky contours once you gete.

#7 Par 4 338/338

Back to flying like a butterfly this is the secoofithe intriguing short four pars. If you haveary of 220
yards in the air to clear the wash it will leavei@ple pitch to any pin location. For most of e 200 yard
play up the left short of the wash is safer buvésaan obstructed view across a mean face pitdsad green
flanked by fall offs to the right and a few Scdttigot bunkers. The approach is best made withd to left
curve working up the throat. Any wind across frtira left or in your face will make this a very diffllt task.
Just love this hole, the factor of difficulty oretapproach is at least one and half times whatpiears from
where you are standing in the fairway.



#8 Par 3 117/127

The next short one is a piece of Ireland, justragaging little hole that will have you scratchinguy head
when you walk off the back of the green withouiaa @r better. Everything is right in front of yaucarry
across the native brownery and a couple of nastikdrns short and left. The steep front short righkes it
absolutely necessary to carry the approach aliviheto the putting surface. They have providedta back
wall on that side that will feed your shot left dmatck toward the center of the green, so thatis goning line
for most pins. If the prevailing wind is at yolethlowering the trajectory of your approach is issegy and no
easy task. Watching the lyrical flight of this apach is something from a NatGeo documentary.

#9 Par 5 518/509

The outward half finishes with an almost mundangeaping par five. Beware, they are lulling yowiatfalse
sense of security as the hole narrows precipitondlye final third and the approach to green caxypd very
difficult to negotiate even on the ground. Thighie first of three five pars over the a five hstieetch so
scoring opportunity is lurking. The approach arfgkethe third depends on the pin location of thg.dIf the
pin is on the upper tier you want to lay up welthe right almost in the first fairway, while a pn the lower
tier would favor a ground control approach straigit Drive to center and then play the second &0
yards to an attack distance on the aggressivddintae day’s pin. One pot bunker at 90 yards fiskgment
that choice for you. Green has an oversized apitinno bunkers but severe slope from back rightvo
areas front left. A bounding approach shot wowddehthe best chance of ending up with the uphttl you
want for another chance to sting like a bee.

#10 Par 5 546/571

This truncated fairway gives you the appearandetsfof room for the drive but the bunker constediathat
defines the end of the fairway bevels off the faiywto the right giving the long shot more roll ¢l farther
right it goes. A pot at about 240 from the bilsitucked on the right to make squeezing a littteersomewhat
of a gamble. From the center of the fairway thie m@w bends to the right with bunkering cordonting right
and the wash threatening the left. Lay up to &achktdistance on the right to get the best angéeltmg
rectangular putting surface referred to affectielyaas “the lap pool”. A small plume of native etation was
left in left center of the fairway at about 75 ysrdice visual. The best approach is probablyaldouncing
one up the shallow end of the pool, they provitkaidout chipping area left of lane number one.ything
missing right will have a sand recovery from anotfexies of bunkers bordering the entire lengtthefgreen.

#11 Par 4 430/382

The distinct change in character on the inward rgrdefined by the three long par fours you havedgotiate.
Only salvation may be if the wind is down canyowill mitigate the length of two out of three. BHong hole
continues to work up the canyon with the wash enléfft. The closer the drive is to the wash thertgn the
approach and the best look up to the green tudigitly to the left against a major sand elemeanking the
last 120 yards of the hole. Drive to left cented ghen try to thread one up the throat betweetvtbebunkers
on right and the previously mentioned monster enléft. For grins a ridge runs up the center spieating
two distinct putting chambers on this heart shagpeen. Good news is the heart leans toward you.



#12 Par 4 325/325

A quick switchback in direction and length justkiep you off balance. Confusing in it's simpliettye hole
provides no visual cues on how to best play it. réld hazards in front of you but there is OB wliefé and
another fissure full of sand down the left of teea@nd half of the hole. My preference is aboig2 aimed
right center to get an angle back at a rampeddigreen leaning toward you on a 4 to 10 angle.tdpelateau
is hard to hold so pins back there are best ndgdtiaith a low trajectory approach. Missing lonijj give you
that dicey elevation pitch back down the slope.ytAimg missing left is ringing the scorecard castjster.

#13 Par 5 546/512

About face....this next five par plays back up theyca. The flatness of the rustic terrain set agjdime high
foot hills brings to mind images of the look arelfof Old MacDonald at Bandon Dunes. The OB rgjiduld
not be an issue but the driving area is bit tigtttan it appears because the favored side is upgihtewhere a
lone pot bunker about 200 out that creates a namexk of safe ground on that side. The layup fwosits key
and is dictated by the day’s pin on a boomerangesdhgreen wrapping around a deep center bunkez.nmne
the hole positions moves from right to left arodhdt bunker the approach lay up position has tib shi
dramatically. Pin on the right of the bunker tipp@ach is well up the right. Pin on the left #mproach flips
the optimum approach line 50 yards to the lefte green itself is like a sting ray swimming at ythe center
spine is right behind the front bunker and the conof the flows back to front and away from thensp If you
are in the good lay up position the low punch amdis your best method for getting close.

#14 Par 4 446/364

For the third time in three holes you are switchilirgctions for this eye candy par four. Fromblaek tees
the drive carries over the Environmentally Sensitirea (i.e. the scrub and brush) with the wash anwour
left to a fairway that banks off the foot hills tre right. Hit it hard at the fairway bunker yaeghrough the
fairway on the right and let the ground hook turag the hole. At about 160 the hole turns toléifiearound a
long bunker and heads up the hill to a bunkerlessrgarrangement with a generous apron. The gaaplex
is long and narrow and tilts back at you. A righteft shot using the right apron to feed it up green will do.
The steep drop off to a bunker and the wash letth@igreen is an unforced error to avoid.

#15 Par 3 138/147

Hole sequence once again will confound you with paothrees in the last four holes, both of whiah ¢
present good scoring opportunities. The firstismamped up slightly from a low tee to a naturaem sitting
on a shelf in the adjacent foot hill. The anvihphd green has three distinct tiers, the centersonarely deep
enough for you to lie across sideways with yoursatack to your side. This is a low trajectory glep short
iron that hits, hops a tier, and stops in the Ipolgition segment of the day. You should not enthepe but
there are two nasty pot bunkers right and belowptlténg surface as well as a long flanking burdteadowing
the left side of the green.



#16 Par 4 466/466

Possibly one of the coolest holes you play all hégis a testimony to minimalist design. Onceythaked the
tee boxes in the high hills a log flume ride to ¢neen below was just a matter of mowing a fairaag letting
the players have at it. Heading back down cankanis a monster par 4 on the card but plays twbree
clubs less over the two shots because of the sitegpfrom tee to green and possibly a helping doamyon
wind. With 65 yards of fairway width below just lai hard draw down the right and let gravity argbtgraphy
do the work. What is left is 200 plus that wilapl180 as the ball will continue to trundle dowa Hteep
terrain toward a shallow green below. The bunkastellation about 65 yards from the green is tig no-no
so a strong fade working around it would be thd siipreference. With another wide berth apromaunding
the green you are likely pitching and putting far.p

#17 Par 3 161/189

A stunning downhill three par that looks like it sviélnere before the designers arrived. From ateigiposition
this is a majestic carry across a Robert Trentsdangled bunker complex set diagonally to the dintne
green. More right you go the more hazard you liaerry. There is a big bail area to the lefits®ts up for
a fade starting on the left edge of the green vimgrko the hills. In spite of the hillside to thght of this green
the green actually tilts into the hillside whichllivauzzle you when it gets to reading your puttimgs.

Walk off with a three here and your self esteememeill be approaching a 8.

#18 Par 4 437/354

The downhill theme three of the last four continugth a sweeping dog ear right that falls gentiynfrtee to
green. With ESA and bunker on the right of theidg area | like a left to right drive that staatisthe two
bunkers on the left of the fairway. What is lsfti club less down the slope to a funnel greenbgtu that is
actually the back half of the practice putting grduAn approach that lands on the front will vergdmachine
feed to center and toward the back so judgingldgegdosition relative to the first bounce is importt This is a
very satisfying finish to what should have beenaméerful and fair challenge of strategic golf.



