Castle Stuart Golf Links
Inver ness, Scotland

Architect: Gil Hanse and Mark Parsinen (2009)

Tees Par Yardage Rating Slope
White 72 6553 71.6 133
Green 72 6153 70.2 126
Overview:

Gil Hanse and Mark Parsinen had the intention sfgiéng a golf course with great visual impression
that afforded a playability factor an average golfeuld enjoy. Standing on most of the tees agiages an
expansive and receptive landing area for theiredrrot a whole lot of fuss to clog the mind-yetiobg
tactical choices are available and it is easy ta@ss them at first glance. The result is a changhip course
to challenge the best players in the world thalagable by mere mortals full of memorable vistzst create
pulse racing shot opportunities without the immindgoom awaiting every good intention gone awry.

For me the design has much of the look and feBlavid Kidd's creation at Bandon Dunes. Expansive
landscapes stretching along the Moray Firth witteats of gorse and heather covered dunes and rugdecl
bunkering that looks like it was blown out by tleaside winds. The bunkering is a blend of the raw
appearance accented by selective landscaping, Slesmers, and hand revetting to give them a witd bu
finished look. The style of bunkering belies teeant vintage of the course-it looks like it hasrbthere for a
hundred years.

The generosity of the driving areas are not harcowih disaster, they provide opportunities to find
your ball and figure out what to do next. The nexXull of challenge because rumpled fairwaysl, offs, and
punitive bunkering can put you in a spot of bothBut Parsinen says it was not their intentioretoninally
punish you for a mistake, rather your fate is gtilyour hands if you have the imagination and agerto play
the recovery available to you. Not many “in yoocket” experiences. Instead there are going teobee very
gratifying recovery memories when you are dones pastcards for the mind of the thrill of the éttthallenges
that add up during your round here.

The opening holes on both the outward and inwardsnare literally on the sea and share an intimacy
with the beach and water. The first three holegleatall gorse dune wall on the left and open sypoto the
Firth on the right so wind behind or off your rigdttoulder will present an opportunity to challetige short
length of the holes . Your position off each tak kelp determine how aggressive you should bgaur
approach shots. Take the bait if the reward oufiagethe risk because the second part of the outaaedwill
not afford many scoring chances. The key to daielj on this course is to get to the fifth tee elds par.

This may happen because of a birdie or two or gimgsisting adrenaline decisions and protecting par



From five to nine the holes sit atop an 'old s&# ahd meander high above the coast like the iheidd
holes at Pebble Beach with panoramic views of ihite Bnd the Kessock Bridge in the distance. Benghe
high ground the wind is more influential becausa fiave no tall dune wall to protect one of younkis. Five,
six, and seven are long holes with plenty of fajrwantour to deflect your approach lines so naegairefully,
using the ground as your friend, to avoid roll off®d arduous bunkers or gorges of heather andassagThe
last two holes before the halfway house don’t sgatewith length but you have to carefully managery
misses to protect par.

The halfway house is tucked in a bunker buildinthvhe starter’s station just above the first anth
tee. Dry, wind protected, and not a bad cup opselli provide a welcome sanctuary. If you arergpto
indulge in the chocolate bars make sure to asthofrozen ones they are a real treat. Eventtadly will
throw you out to face the elements again on therdwine.

The first three holes are scoring opportunitiesiafilar ilk to the opening holes just headed in the
direction of the Chanonry Lighthouse to the NorBetween all the photo opps you will have to hit soshots
with clear intention but if you pull them off thecan be good numbers to add to your scorecarcavBee that
the left side is not as buffered from the Firthtagas on the opening segment. Three pars wifimoto get
this side off to a successful start.

After a cardio climb up the face of the dune (dbignore the water oasis station half way up ifrior
other reason than to rest your aching quads) the&hing six are the balcony seating in this theatesre you
will enjoy exhilarating views of the Moray FirtiChe next three par fours are very demanding astthegrse
the high ground and provide little opportunity take up ground. A par and a couple of bogies weatd/ou
up for one last dash down the final three holes.

If you are hopelessly down in the match don’t dedpacause lots of things can happen on thesengjosi
holes. A driveable par four, very difficult parée, and a five par with lots of options could mak&4-4
finish to steal the bacon a real possibility. Kieg is to get through the seventeenth without serftarm-as a
par three with the sixth handicap hole designagmm have to blend some courage with sanity to@#te
eighteenth with a chance. From the last tee yeulszentire links set against the sea below awdlitake
your breath away. Cue the camera there will hdldandful of Kodak moments over this last 500eyasalk.

The clubhouse is an art deco design which lodesthe stacked deck on a cruise ship. Full fedture
with a nice golf shop, casual grill room, and lack@oms from a first class private club make sortake the
time to wander about and enjoy the amenities. viés of the sea from the deck is just astonishadgeta
moment to take in this moment from the balconytiodf locker room. The layered windows from each area
provide sitting opportunities within for watchiniget golf below.

A rarity in Scotland this place has a first clpsactice ground-driving range, short game area, and
practice putting greens. One should take advarghties before or after a round. The yardage Hookourse
is supreme as it has topographical detail thatshefpthe shot planning and very nice color phofasaoh hole
for some fond remembrances months later.

All'in all they have provided a creative, challemgiand forgiving design for you to enjoy. If ybave
spent the week getting thrashed by one courseaitgher on your Scottish Tour this will be welcorakef if
you can put together some solid shot making.



Hole-By-Hole Analysis (White/Green):
#1 Par 4 360/330 yards

The course opens up with three seaside holesirgheff which has what appears to be an intimidggatin
tee shot with gorse on the left and the Moray Faritthe right. The landing area is very generaukathree
wood to left center should be contained by theapgesion that side. A series of mounds in the nighgh
should keep a ball wandering right on the groundifserious rebuke. What is left is a low punabt st the
left edge of a bunkerless green that leans totverdea. There is even a side board banked dré¢aaewill
feed beside the putting surface.

#2 Par 5 530/486

This playable par five is a typical example of twices you will have throughout the round. The
driving area is ledged so if you are playing fae green in two, a tee shot to the upper left plated leave the
best angle of play to the green. If playing threets to the green, the lower right fairway holl@athe choice
for an easy lay up into sideboard that contourddfte The pin position of the day should be @ faictor in this
go-for-it decision. The green has a ridge acrbsdront 20 feet that makes the front pin nearlgassible to
get at with a long club. On the other side ofrildge the green ramps to the peninsula back sewtithna cut
out back left so a pin there is probably approalehab

| like a three wood off the tee at the left furrpumd that will feed it into the low area on thehtig
followed by a lay up to the left landing area. rarthere the green appears to be hanging precarioust the
sea but it actually is not. But as mentioned keefbe pin position will dictate how aggressivelyy@an go at
the flag with a low releasing shot. The front tiglaste bunker is fierce and no place to end lgmits like the
wind gnawed it from dunes last night. You can nosg and left and have recovery opportunities.

#3 Par 4 290/266

Cool hole early in the round that you must attatke green is probably drivable in most conditiand
that play is a strong fade between the bunkers dbenight feeding it onto the long and narrow grésaning
left against the sea. Missing left will leave @venturesome recovery shot up the heaving slopésadiside
of the green. The putter would seem like the blstice for this recovery but the guys put in somie cevetted
speed bumps buried in the side hill to precludg dipiportunity from some angles.

If the pin is back it is probably better to lay jugt right of the bunker at 65 off the tee and tinge
straight look up the length of the green to conymir approach. This has a false front and setousps and
hollows within the putting surface. As pointed pitthing is a very creative endeavor on this hole.

#4 Par 3 176/161

As you turn 180 degrees and back from the seaggba look up a chute between the mounds at a
framed green complex beneath the doorstep of Casikat that spawned the spire logo for the coulde
oddest thing is that in all the photos the castknss right on top of the hole when it is in fadeatst a mile
away.



The sea is over your left shoulder beyond a high efaorse so the wind effect may not seem obvious
on the tee. The segmented green has no bunkers aedged into an alcove below the gorse. Thiy dand
condition and pin location will determine whichtbfee ways you should play this mid-length tee. b#ibu
can use the high left plateau fairway to land drsland release it down onto the front left portadrihe green.
Alternatively, you can just try a high spinning an® the middle of the green and hope it holds.y@u can
hit a low punching approach up the 30 yard longsitie fairway in front of the green and let iteake up onto
the putting surface. The green falls off sharplgrs right if your approach is timid or moving tawuch left to
right. The back pin location is a small shelf watlserious fall off on all sides and you shouldlm®pin
seeking under any condition to this section ofgiresen.

#5 Par 4 430/401

You are now on the inner cliff and the next fivdl\play atop this high ground overlooking the searf
afar. The fairway has a hidden valley to the rightch is actually the best place from which to i@agh the
green. There are no bunkers in this fairway realslyrwithin reach or fronting the green so it i®abpicking
and holding your preferred line. The steeply cargd green sits above you, influenced by dune emigt,
and once again favors something working right agjaime contour coming in. Beware of going longehese of
the hidden deep revetted bunker through the riglet af the green. A pitch and a putt from in frofthis
green may be the best hedge for a par.

#6 Par 5 522/505

Much like the second this is a hole that is bgityou into bad choices so resist the siren catls fo
heroics. As this five par works back toward thea ard likely into the wind it is a true three-shtaty. The
characteristic you must respect is the extremeonaress of this green stretched across a raised sjue
gripped between harrowing Mackenzie-esque sandriesat The key parameter is the lay up positiothen
second relative to the bunker in the center ofdimevay about 75 yards from the green. Drive itight center
and lay up just right of that bunker trying to athe slight fall off to the right. Now you haveshort club up
the length the narrow 42 yard green. The greensithkering must be avoided at all costs becauseaiithree
story pitch up to a shallow target from that andlidne sea seems right behind this green but tlasight of
eye on the part of the designers, there is actaajjgod chunk of the third hole between you andntier.

#7 Par 4 451/429

As you switch back directions again this bear p&afour could well call for some restraint toylaas
three shots especially if the wind is in your fadde drive is at the sleepers on the hill which l&an you
back to the left for the best angle of approach agreen tightly hemmed by a hollow and bunkelsvbéhe
green to the left and a gorsed dune on the righere are huge feeding humps on the right sidecagprthat
will feed on to the green. If you are in doubtibbeing reachable lay up right center short oftibBow for a
look down the green. This green gives you thanityffeel that it falls off into the Moray Firthut the
bunkering on the left actually will contain ovedggressive shots on that line. As the number odexi hole it
is just a brute of a par four/five.



#8 Par 3 208/192

Fairly long par three with a reverse L-shaped pboevl green that looks like the Red Sox logo
wrapping around the foot of a dune. First tagkiget your tee ball in the right leg of the L smuyhave a putt
that does not have to travel through three fabidnat It is a good option to play a runner feedipghe front
but beware that the mound front right can defledistthe wrong way. The back right pin is a phboeth
pinched between grndstand dunes. Standing omgtéésn you feel the amphitheater effect but pleasistrthe
temptation to break into an embarrassing aria.

#9 Par 4 350/330

This is a very technical short one that plays eslerter if the wind is at your back. If you ataying
at the green from the tee you have to play up xteneled fairway right of the green and try to et ground
and your curve nip a piece of the putting surfagenore reasonable approach is about 210 off thashert of
the finger of waste that intrudes from the leftorf the high plateau on that side you have a stwrtacross a
furry dip and deep face bunker complex to a greahis almost on level and is receptive from thegl@. Long
hitters will hate this choice but there are morglies in a lay up than going for it. As you wébkthe green
note the artistic detail in the bunker embeddedwéehe green that you so dutifully avoided.

#10 Par 4 360/341

Well for the next three we are back on the Firitihwthe imposing dune wall on your right. Theséeko
all have the raw, natural look of Kidd's creat@mnBandon Dunes. Your best drive line is slighely center at
the bunker in the center of the fairway with thesgosquare top dunettes just above it. Take a lpmbcat the
yardage book to make sure that with the wind dimadioday the bunker is not reachable. From thgeyou
have a manageable shot into a long green thahte@dront to back and with a lower shelf on the siele the
full length of the green. Tee balls played frora fide hills on the right are very difficult to ¢osl into this
green setting.

#11 Par 3 130/115

For me this may be the most picturesque holeeftldy with a short pitch to a stunning green sgttin
against the sea nestled between two low dunesneitiingness beyond. The waterfall cascade tee box
arrangement is awesome, it makes the challengéasifor all strengths of players. Take a seconddtk up
the stairs to the back tee box and take a picturgdur desk at home. The no-no here is long tireeside so
it is best to plan for a shot to end up in the fithird of the eggplant shaped green no mattepthosition.
Short right leaves a creative ground recovery epctintour of the face of the hill.

#12 Par 5 518/504

The last true seaside hole is a sucker puncth&long hitters. Drive it down the center into thahill
landing area and then consider your options. Gfanthis green requires a carefully shaped slybit itio left
without too much enthusiasm. The green is seheretge of the water and the left side and batkeo§reen
drops straight into the oblivion so overcooking ydtaw is not a good idea. The foot of the dund wigtht of
the green will feed a ball to the edge but be awzaiethere is a heel print in the back right & gneen that can



collect shots away from the center of the puttindexe. The lay up short of the intruding bunkettioe right
at about 90 yards seems the place from which tpaoleapproach.

#13 Par 4 416/363

The next six play along the inland balcony oveklng the sea and lower portions of the course. eOnc
your have your sea legs under you after that cfioim the 13' green you note that this dogear right seems to
beg for you to cut the corner. Fact is that tifiediele is a much preferable place from which tprapch this
green. Drive it strong to left center with a drainthe edge of the gorse on the left to reachapet the hill.
From here you can trundle a low approach onto thergthrough the tempest of low waves in frontaf.y
From the right the shots bouncing in have a naabytiof deflecting left and missing the green. fEhis a
serious heel print that segments the front lefhefgreen so for a right pin aim all the way atetge of the
green to stay on that segment. For a left pinaithe left edge of the green.

As you approach the green take a look at the viethi® horizon the designers have composed, it is
sheer artistry. The dunes on either side framgitben beautifully with the horizon behind. Thisnits the
same look of the hills in the distance framing Kessock Bridge crossing the Moray Firth. You wagét a
view like this on a tennis court.

#14 Par 4 360/347

From this tee you are looking down between theedun a landing area that is very generous but
fraught with seriously rumpled ground on the right collaring waste on the left. From the rigle liles are
uneven and it is a bad angle to a diagonal sehdhe is very shallow from that line. From lefttbe fairway
bunker you get a much better look up the 7 to % akihe plateau putting surface and the grounbreliably
feed shots to the target. This is one of the a@een complexes you have seen all day and thaadle
either a left to right running shot or an aeriattd®epending on where the flag is cut. There arbunkers here
but the green has shoulder pads and balls wilbfélihe left side into a collection reservoir waehe flat stick
may be your best recovery weapon. Missing onitite will be a billy goat elevator recovery pitdiat only
guys with the initials P.M. could pull off.

#15 Par 4 409/388

The fraternal sister of number seven just abolt $Borter. Like you did on seven aim your drivghti
center at the sleepers in the dune to end up bettheebunker on the left and the sandy area thrtugh
fairway on the right. If your ball makes it backthe left edge of the fairway you will have a clegw of the
green but the more likely approach is semi-blingbsg the foot of a dune that juts in from the righhe
putting surface is big enough to air one all thg waas long as the wind is not howling over yolioslder.
Like many links greens this is long enough to alton out downwind. The only serious penalty issimg into
the nasty steep faced bunker left of the green.



#16 Par 4 325/310

A driveable par four that works it's way down tawdhe sea begins the final stanza. A three difd a
rope for your match is a real possibility hereit tHe driver because it is hard to make reallasiious things
happen here. This green has that endless edgatabglenty of options on how to access it on atsexrond
shot. A bump and run from the right will feed distlong 40 yard green. When you stand on thengiFest
George seen across the Firth to the right is timeehaf the elite Scottish Black Watch combat trospsry to be
on your best behavior.

#17 Par 3 210/195

Turning back to the house you have the rarity paathree as the sixth handicap index hole shialild
you all you need to know. This hole sets awkwarthe eye as the green juts out to the right hangihthe
balcony and the danger is on the right here saheseontours out to the left and short of the giteerelease a
shot down and onto the putting surface. Being lomghe left brings in the furry do-do beyond theeagr. As
inviting as a high shot into the middle of the greaight look it is has control issues because efwind
influence which is big time from the Firth. Eitheay the club selection here can be anything froredto a
mid-iron depending on the wind. Once you get a8 gneen the contours are subtle so you need toecbrate
to avoid a three-jack that will upset the momentwua are building.

#18 Par 5 508/490

And now the finale, a spectacular tumbling five et brings you down the balcony overlooking the
sea on the right. Take a moment from the higlbteeto appreciate the view of the entire coursesaimyour
feet. Once you get over the view this is a pastiblind tee shot that requires trust-if you pulbft it will lead
to a bundle of options and an exciting finish. Dhee Scottish flag left of the clubhouse is the)itake dead
aim and trust it. From there, depending on the wimalditions, you have a number of choices. A laysu
down the left to a plateau is the smartest chaidbat it gives you a line for an aggressive plogking down
line to the green. Going for it is an option besmthis is the largest green at Castle Stuaraahd piece of
fairway you cannot see in the hollow beyond thaggly abyss on the right can feed a ball on thedi@ivn
slope onto the green. Standing in the lay up #medook down to the green set against the majgfdtye sea is
pure exhilaration. This is another green with meogtours so don'’t let your focus wane until youknaf this
green.

http://www.castlestuartgolf.com/



