Bandon Dunes Golf Cour se
Bandon, Oregon

Architect: David Kidd (1999)

Tee Par Rating Slope Yardage
Black 72 74.1 143 6732
Green 72 71.7 139 6221
Orange 72 72.4 128 5072
Overview:

Bandon Dunes was the first of the links courselseMieiser envisioned for this dreamy piece of
coastline in Southern Oregon. His strategy froendhtset was to introduce real links golf to Amanichere it
was all about walking the course, dealing withetements, and playing golf close to the ground.tid
trappings of the resort are simple and understatedtended to let the courses speak for themséivine
pure language of golf that he experienced in Sodtend Ireland.

His idea was to hire a young talent with a knowkedglinks design who was not famous enough yet to
ignore his suggestions. Fortunately, as you cad ethe book Dream Golf-The Making of Bandon Dgjne
Keiser spent years studying links courses all dvemworld so his opinions were worth taking into
consideration. David Kidd was a twenty-somethiegtSman with little design experience, the sonirahdy
Kidd who himself was a bit of a force in Scottishifgs the head caretaker at Gleneagles one ohtis fabled
resorts in Scotland. As with so much that has gtmven in the development of Bandon Dunes, it was ju
Keiser’s gut feelings that told him David Kidd wike man for this job.

The landscape canvas Kidd had to work with at Bangas smothered in gorse, a wiry sticker bush that
is native to the British Isles. Gorse harborsuhienately unplayable lie and is the signature edatrof the
links courses of Scotland. The fact that it existeall in this remote corner of Oregon was tlsellteof a
seemingly arbitrary act of an Irishman who setifethis area in 1875 and introduced the plant. s&or
flourishes like a weed and it quickly came to caver sand dunes and gorges throughout Bandon. gdiise
provided a unique opportunity to chisel a true $iglourse out of the palisades of this seasidaesral have it
retain an aura of Scotland unfamiliar in this pdrthe world.

What Kidd produced was the perfect introductiotirtks golf in America. The Bandon Dunes Golf
Course has it all-firm sandy turf for hard and fastways, gorse and sea grass covered sand dumoegh
which to wend holes, natural blow-out bunkers t@dy the elements pepper fairways and green exeg)
stunning cliff-side exposure to the Pacific Oceanvisual drama, and, of course, plenty of seaside to
validate the links style of golf most suited foetbum of those parts. To look at what he creiataelies his
prior lack of experience in links design and canBrKeiser’s feeling that a Scotsman brought upfamaly
where links course care and maintenance were he &b conversation at the dinner table every nigbtld be
the right man to figure out how to draw eighteeigua and genuine links holes out of this coastland.

The course begins benignly enough from a tee bdront of the viewing windows of the Lodge. A
wide and inviting driving area masks the importaatpicking a very particular landing area for thest look



at a very severe green complex you cannot seetfiertee. This is a theme that is repeated thrautgkery
accurate driving lines, particular to the tee magiai are playing from and the wind direction amtbeity of
the day, is a must to having good chances to bérgs in regulation and putt for pars. This is wbyr caddie
counsel is crucial to success on all of the Banmmnses-you need local knowledge even the firs fou
walk these links.

The opening stanza of the first three holes isgusarm up for what is to come-he gives you a chdn
find a swing and start to understand the boundbeofurf and the effect of the wind. After you shalown
your drive on the fourth hole you turn the corned get your first jaw dropping view of the Pacifiaming this
green. Your first reminder that this is links gwifthat the approach shot. Links Rule Numbeh#&-ground is
your friend and a low pitch and run into a tighegn complex minimizes the influence of the wind and
improves your odds of getting it close.

The next two holes turn to the North into the pikng breeze and now trajectory control on alltsho
becomes paramount. Your second shot into numbeidia classic links look through a hallway crddig
ridges of sea grass laden dunes on either side atcave green set against a gorse covered bapk dfes
Dorothy, you are now in Scotland. What followshs first of a seemingly endless number of dransgaside
par threes on these courses that are suspendethevacific. You will find that measured distameans
nothing at Bandon-effective distance is what yosthaetermine. Links Rule Number 2-a one club wandhe
inland holes becomes a two to three club wind oesdholes exposed to the beach.

Seven to nine turn inland but they do not providech of a breather. Kidd used the rippled andmgll
topography to create wonderful elevation changeral@ut puzzles to solve on each approach stte of
the real challenges he presents is trying to deternst where the fairway ends and the puttindggserbegins
on these green complexes. The grasses usedrimayaand greens are so similar and kept tightly mtwvat
you almost get no visual distinction between thérhe good news about that is that without muchsitam
you can often putt from 20 to 50 yards from a hgeition. This is a very valuable arrow to havgoar
guiver instead of a pitch especially downwind oyoti short side yourself on the approach. LinkeRu
Number 3-you can putt from anywhere.

The inward nine begins the march back to the sgmaxfunky links hole that will blow your mind.
Another wide open driving area that demands a peetecision to place your ball in a position toatege the
blind approach to the green created by a giant shaiout 50 yards short of the green. This holenaes
Links Rule Number 4-measured distance on the saaieells you nothing about your likeliness of nmaka
par.

The twelfth hole is probably the most photogeriialbthe three pars on the grounds. It is innasuo
enough looking from the elevated tee with the grggawled across a mound wrapping around a sod-wall
bunker and framed by a tufted muffin dune on thgbtrand a small wall of dunes on the left. Oh,Idiention
that there is this ocean that dominates the retsteofiorizon. The shot required from about 15@ydrere will
take all your guile and talent to pull off. Thesbshot is an Irish knock down draw that starthafront right
edge of the green and uses the curve and contdlie giutting surface to feed to the pin. Linksé&kNumber
5-the best shot path is often not directly at yanget. Using ground contour and roll out in aetisionary
approach to your destination is often the preferoede.



Kidd takes you away from the sea for two holesatzh your breath like he did on the front but is
setting you up for the crescendo, a finish that @iminate your thoughts well past dinner. Theeéhth is a
marvelous par three, not dissimilar to number sitviath a little less visible exposure to the oce&vihen you
walk around the dune behind this green to the enttetee prepare to be wowed.....let me take that
back...prepare to be overwhelmed by the distractoastine vista that dominates the next hole.

From the tee on sixteen you look across a rockgegat a split fairway created by a furry bunkeiela
ridge that bisects the landing area. You likelyeha wind aided drive so the upper (and desirady&y is
well within reach. Links Rule Number 6-the actsale of the challenge is often disproportionati’$o
appearance. As it says on your side view mirtongs are often closer than they appear. If yoalsioaring
tee ball to the upper fairway the walk up that edg rediscover your ball is very pleasing indedtwill be
followed by a knee-knocking sensation as you coptata the short pitch to a wind exposed green mangi
perilously over the gorge.

Turning for home the last two play along a cavemenvironmental area on the right that separates
Bandon Dunes from Bandon Trails and the BandongiPred_inks Par Three Course. The visuals here of
cypress trees, gorse canyons, and majestic shesetiake it well worth the cost of admission.

When you are done take the time for & h8le refreshment in the Lodge bar that overloblksténth
tee. If you are lucky enough to do this late ia tlay the silhouettes of golfers against the geim will be an
image you would not mind capturing in a photo feeoyour fireplace at home.

Hole-By-Hole Analysis (Black/Green):
#1 Par 4 386/352 yards

From a tee a few steps from the Lodge Kidd givas & wide driving area on this dogear right. Toy n
to be spooked by the thought that about 50 peailagetheir breakfast are watching you hit thistfghot of
the day. Hit it with purpose at the center burded it should feed to the right for the best apgda the
green. When you get to you ball you will be assbed at the elevation change to a green jackea @priaige
to the right with a couple of threatening natulaWmut bunkers embedded in the hill short leftha# green.
Best shape for the approach is turning right todafl working against a hump in the middle leftr& green.
Back pins are hard to get at so don’t be stupsi¢hrly in the round.

#2 Par 3 189/155

The parameters of this par three remind me ofaétI3alee Golf Club in Ireland. Tee shot from ache
must carry the waste area to a green set on tagdssy slope framed beautifully by the gorselawdree
growth on the dune face behind. Green surface gketafor your sight as it sits down in a bowl sa yast
have to visualize the target and trust your cagddfective yardage. With a collection area tortpbt of the
green balls will leak off a shelf in the right sidkthe green. Prevailing wind is generally outtd left which
provides the collection area with even more domatioT his might require one more club for the unid the
wind.



#3 Par 5 543/489

From this tee setting, the highest point on thes®, you get a first full look at the ocean towhest.
It is a major “Wow”. The architect is carefullyatrestrating your experience as he gives a glimpserne of
what is to come. Your tee shot is down a hallwegeated by gorse on both sides-hit a strong ogerter.
Second shot needs to be well placed to the lgfeta look at the green set slightly to the rightke a lay up
to 75 yards on the left at the top of the ridgechieaves you an on-level pitch to a green thaiwed by a
pair of hairy eyeball bunkers set in the face efltiil that supports the green. This green hasoal gilt from
right to left so expect a roll out on the groundadingly.

#4 Par 4 410/362

From the tee you play between another pair ofegoosered hills at the bunker through the fairway
where the hole bends to the right. Your drive setkft bias to get a clear view around the cotoéne green
below. Warning, once you walk down to your ted batl turn the corner the ocean view will overwhgion.
The lamb chop shaped green is set on the edge efdHd-next stop would be Tokyo. Deep bunkersrséte
nook of the chop are a no-no. The approach hexdimks runner, a low trajectory Irish one comindgrom the
right into this alcove green setting that will kiok the mounds Kidd provided with this in mind.

#5 Par 4 428/400

This is one of the coolest seaside holes youpday at Bandon-subtle, intriguing, and downright
difficult. This is a bear of a hole, with the Fiacon your left, playing into the prevailing wind he fairway is
littered with tufted mounds making it visually imtidating. Negotiating the path of this is likayihg down a
hallway with a howling breeze just above the hewjtthe walls. You want to hit it up the rightisiof the
split fairway with a slight draw to get a peekla green tucked to the right. A beautiful blowbuhker about
125 out on the right is a signature accent onttbie and you will play across this to a green wedgetween
two sea grass covered ridges. It will take arcaldte approach to get on this green and avoithdtteer. If
you feel the shot in is beyond comfortable reaahtdme embarrassed to lay up and try to make p#r apitch
and a putt. This green tilts a bit to the rightysar ball may wander once on the ground. As Jay the
seaside holes keep in mind the wind effect is etghup considerably-a one club wind adjustmeinihl
becomes two clubs or more.

#6 Par 3 161/153

The putting surface of this three par is set maggmtly against the ocean horizon and it has sbegyks
off both sides which are likely to repel indiffeteapproaches. This is a very deep green whickefulisince
you are still playing into a prevailing wind, magare to increment the club choice accordingly. Dimg green
falls away from you and to the right but a cleveotsto the right side of the green with a rightetth curve will
probably hold on the slope. You are now gettirgfthl sense of how much the challenge is heiglddnethe
ocean breeze.



#7 Par 4 383/372

Mercifully you are turning back inland the nextdiholes so let your senses unwind. The moodristta
but the golf demand is still at a very high levelhe series of tee boxes on this hole are hid#enA/W 11 pill
boxes in the grassy dunes. From this perch yoasexpansive fairway but the best line is downléffteover
the sea grass to a piece of fairway you cannotregethe teeing ground. The elements on the hola there
will push your ball to the right as you must negtgia deep swale that creates a dramatic falsednahfalse
side protecting one of the most radical greenshetg. If your second shot fails to reach the pgtsiurface,
any pitches from the front or right of this greeii take full links creativity so use the grounddontrol your
pitch. The real drama on this hole is the heatlmege tier green, the severity of which will sugerihe
uninitiated. If the pin is back right play the tentier and putt up to the hole.

#8 Par 4 359/342

Major cross bunkers on this short par four so tageod look at the yardage needed to carry the
bunkers. If you can make the carry, the bestdinattack is down the right. Taking on the fulelth of the
bunker is not for the faint hearted but therelisward if you get over that side. You can takeosem
conservative approach driving it up the left sidstghe bunkers. The narrow green opening malegréden
seem narrower than itis. The 46 yard long gremrk® at you and to the right visually seeping duhe
fairway so you can barely discern where the putsindace begins. Use the hump in the front lethefgreen
to feed balls to center.

#9 Par 5 558/520

A mellow finish to the outward half, the key onstlone is avoiding the sand. He plotzed pot btske
the center of the driving area, now that is link¥ou can play left of them for the more generaurgding area
but it is slightly longer to the green from therferom the right side you will have a shot at reagltthe green if
the wind is off your left. Beware that there agaally punitive bunkers in the lay up area at ald&@ and
again at 75 yards. So if your second is a layaiprticulate-| like it short of the bunker on tle& lat 75 yards.
This bunkerless green has severe slopes andhatlate not obvious to the eye. Good deal of fean the
right of the green to center. Hit the halfway womdin the Lodge for a power bar and some electeslythe
biggest challenge is yet to come.

#10 Par 4 362/339

The back nine starts with a radical tone to it ydu have seen often today, this driving areadew
open yet it takes some calculation to pick the appate line to play. There is a blind accesselet created
by the nasty hill with an embedded bunker abowads short of the green. This puts the onus eipléyer to
make a decision on the tee on how best to appith@chreen. The best drive line is at the doulgle you see
between the last bunker on the left and the on# siithe green. This will leave you down the leftget a
peek at this very small green. You can actuallykben approach off the side of that knob if youdam angle
of approach from the left. The bunker you see @dbcond shot is way short of the green so dbadboled.
Walking off this green you will be reminding youlfsthat it does not take great length on a linkarse to
challenge par.



#11 Par 4 384/351

Form the tee take a moment to look way back....Matli@dy back...behind you to see the back tee.
From there the hole measures over 450 and wouichpassible for all mortals. Drive is straight anatythe
broccoli tree on the horizon well right of the gneelhe ball will feed into a valley below just higof the
fairway bunkers. From there you are looking up gteen set to the left on a natural shelf. Tlhessto the
green is on the left so your best line of apprdaadhom that side just off the fairway bunkershelsod faced
bunker in front will deliver the evil decree to yacorecard and must be avoided. This long skgregn
slopes right to left and away from you.

#12 Par 3 199/153

This is the postcard hole for Bandon Dunes GoliirGe-maybe the most photographed out here. The
back drop of the ocean framed by a sentinel furoyma to the right of the green makes this a stuginin
innocent visual. But beware, you have to pay chigention to the tactical choices weaved into ldgiscape.
The green is relatively flat and straddles onellgreod-faced pot bunker on the left that will wkea
psychological havoc on everyone who plays this.hitiéooks like you can miss left of this bunkertbhat
leaves a very delicate pitch up the slope to tladl®hest part of the green Best tee shot is attayectory
knock down the right of the bunker with a curvettieeds onto the front right. You can then puttanpl over
to the pin location of the day. The image of thisam against the Pacific will cling to your minah¢pafter the
round is over.

#13 Par 5 553/537

This hole has a fabulous old school links look.toTl he fairway heaves with a tempest of humps and
swales from tee to green-you can imagine playfuppises leaping up from between the waves in tinedgy.
That appearance is very disconcerting and leattds@f existential possibilities for the roll oot shots on this
hole. Drive straight to center at the flat topeton the back horizon. Lay up is right cententoi@ the wetland
that encroaches the hole from the left at 180.rd eea deep swale that will eat up a meek approafriont
and to the right of this long and narrow greenisTéa scoring opportunity but you have to keeprygea legs
about you and hit articulate shots.

#14 Par 4 359/332

This is another wide open driving area with a legptopography and five oddly shaped bunkers tb dea
with. Check the yardage to determine which oftihekers to use as your driving line. You mustdfedenter
off the tee or you have a blind approach coming Bjght rough is solid dead. The green is diaggnal
embedded into a ridge in front of a wall of duned boks like your retriever lounging at the fodtyour
platform bed. If you took the left line you havéoak at the green set diagonally 8 to 2. Front #ide this is a
scoring opportunity.

#15 Par 3 163/131
The last chapter of this story is about to begiy@u are back at the ocean for a last look. Téraents

are familiar-the ocean, the gorse, sea grass,amtiand they compose together to make for one initng
looking task. There is a long ridge that formsde $oard to the hole down the left and since tier® bail



out to the right you have take on this ridge. # green it falls away sharply to the huge bunkethe right,
the deepest one you will see. From the tee thengooks an endless pool against the horizon wihoels not
give you much of a visual frame of reference fa liack of this green. It looks like there is noywaur ball
will stay on the small surface. You definitely leao hit an articulate shot into this green, begtreach is
something along the left feeding onto the green.

#16 Par 363/345

In terms of sheer visual impact you won’t see himg as spectacular as the view from this tee. You
take in the entire length of the hole with all ¥saside elements and then the seemingly endlassao
Bandon beyond. The fairway is bisected by a lotiger and the upper fairway is well within your reamnd
worth going after. Ignore the chasm in front ofiygou just need to take an aggressive line oveleth side of
the ridge and let it rip. Playing the lower faigaaves you with a major hurdle to cross on a patngreen
suspended over the beach on the other side oidipe. rIf you play up the left and avoid a coupl@bitrary
pot bunkers at about 75 yards, you end up withadively short pitch into a green protected by &eotsod-
faced bunker. The green tips away from you. Dioptery aggressively to any right pins-the gorgéh®right
of the green is much closer than it appears.

#17 Par 4 389/375

Another spectacular visual the full length of tizde. It is an architectural bait and switch ois tee.

The fairway runs out at about 250 on the right@oryeye biases the drive line to the left. Buatréhis a nasty
string of pot bunkers down the left that mitigdtattstrategy. | like a 220 shot to right centerchiwill leave a
slightly longer shot over the environmental cangarthe right to a very wavy green just above ydusTs the
longest green on the course so pay attention tpithposition of the day as you select your appnoaench or
you will be looking at roller coaster three-puttr@ry. The side swales and fall offs adjacentitis green will
lead to some very innovative pitches. As you veldiwn the hole you will notice little figures wandwey in and
out of the hills just on the other side of the aamy These are the drunken hordes at happy hoBandon
Preserve, the spectacular 13-hole Par Three coesgg¢o Bandon Trails.

#18 Par 5 543/513

Some people think this finishing hole is a biti-antitmatic but you have to end up back at the house
somehow. It is actually much more tactically ietgmg once you give it a good look. A drive totes will
leave you just off the bunker on the right. Theu@ from there is at the center of the club hauséhe horizon
which will leave you on the left side of the faiyvaround 75 yards from a ramped and tilted greetogbe
right behind a couple of sandy nasties. Thereridge a third of the way into the green that raosss from 8
to 2 which you can use to bank a low pitch towardgmsitions in the center and back right of theegr.



