Emeraldri2s
West Palm Bedelorida

Architect: Tom Fazio, 1989

Tees Par Rating Slope Yardage
Green 72 72 132 6507
White 72 70.1 125 6062

Overview:

This golf course is a quiet jewel in the middletfud east coast "strip” of Florida it stands oubas of
the best tracks | have played in this region Témgred no expense in presenting first class peafduailities,
superb design esthetics, wonderful conditioningl, great support features. It took guts and vistoput this
much into a public course and my hat is off todeegeloper.

The practice facilities are top shelf-as good@s will find anywhere. The double sided drivingiga
has over 8 acres of grass hitting surface in theesél9 Bermuda Grass found on the course. Thervar
target greens flanked with bunkers as well as etigeafairway bunker adjacent to the main teeirgugd.
Fazio developed a separate short game area adfjadéetclubhouse. It has a 9500 practice putiregn as
well as bunkered practice pitching greens withadlwarf Bermuda built to full USGA spec just likeetbourse.
There is even a fthole par three that can be played from 85 to E88s/ This area alone is worth the price of
admission.

As with most Florida courses Tom Fazio has gersyappointed this one with water-it is in play tHh
out of 18 holes- and sand-there are over 100 bsnkeit it is not so punitive as to be unplayalds. Tom is
apt to do he often buffers the water with long shagards to keep you in play-though not out ofttitetand
keep up the pace of play. The strategy requireeveny hole is not evident at first blush. Ther@lenty of
visual misdirection going on so you need to takthainformation in the yardage book or the deloméoard
computer and think your way around this course.

An enormous amount of attention, and money, wastspethe presentation of the holes. Earth was
moved to create visual and tactical interest ardtbmes of sage grass, floral plantings, and storie
throughout enhance the beauty of the holes crehbtes that will grab your attention. This is gour typical
Florida experience it has a very natural duneg dgfling about it.

The conditioning of the course is superb-lushifais and some of the best rolling firm greens lehav
played in Florida. They even paint the top in®dge of the hole cut to match the cup itself-venfgssional.
You will have to really pay attention to speed bede greens or you will end up with lots of eigid &éen
footers coming back.

This course is worth going out of your way to agato play. Itis a great test of golf and a wenfal
visual experience as well. Fazio was at his bésnahe did the design work here.



Hole-By-Hole Analysis:

#1 Par 5 478/459

The opening hole is a gentle par 5 that should gou an easy scoring opportunity early in the doun
The hole bends slightly to the right around a sevilakes and buffering bunkers. The drive ikefbcenter
followed by a midiron layup to about 100 yards be keft. Now you get a good look up a generousrgset 7-
11 which is very accepting to a high shot. Getdse and take a run at the hole.

#2 Par 4 385/379

This is another gentle right leaning par 4 whighia puts a premium on position off the tee toaget
angle up the green. Drive it to left center and wall looking at an upsweeping green moving awayf you
to the right. The right front has a bunker andtlébrush tree that will make approaches fronritjet a
problem. You should be no worse than even atpbiist.

#3 Par 4 360/342

You do have to adjust your game up one notch hght because this hole is a bit narrow and can
provide a challenge if you do not keep it in playhe best drive is right center off the tee thotlgire is clearly
bail out room on the left. The banked green igigét to left with a deep bunker in the left fraad right center
gives you the best approach angle and most reeelpiiding line. This green is not terribly widelsving a
short iron in your hand is an advantage.

#4 Par 3 152/141

This is one of the most magnificent green settymsare ever going to see even if it hits a bi of
Disney World contrivance. It is nothing more theashort iron across the hazard to a rolling greéesed above
the water with a bunker set in the front right.eTdack and right of the green are a beautiful ctatipn of
mounds, grasses, rocks, and stream that you naysbst of. The right pin position is pure 100%rida
sucker. Hit your tee ball to center and putt @ ltlele. This is a breathtaking short hole.

#5 Par 5 548/498

This is now getting exciting in a hurry. This @alas originally named “Waterloo”-Napoleon might
have persevered here if he had layed up instegding for it in two. This is a typical Fazio suckgar 5 that
makes people of modest ability blow out their clagst try to do what they are incapable of doinge Water
is on your left the entire length of the hole ad yvill have to traverse it on the last shot. Brig right center
and avoid the two bunkers on the right. Now yowstwarefully select your layup club to 115-bewandtas
second a hook a wet hook. Now you must eleval®g gon to a very shallow target across the hézar
perched on a hill. The back left piece of the griseabout 5x5 so do not take that bait. The sapeart of the
green is center so that is probably the safesoagprarea. | like this hole alot-very demandingbhree
shots-not a hole for the timid at heart.



#6 Par 4 394/356

This dogleg right is demanding-it is the numbee bandicap hole on the course. You must drivbet t
palm plume on the left center line of the fairwalfrom the left you get a look up a small narroeegr set 7 to
1-flanked by a huge waste bunker on the left @&tlay to the green. This is a difficult technicale.

#7 Par 4 380/370

This is a wild and wonderful "cape style" holg@u can ignore the mall and twenty-two screen dmep
over your right shoulder. This one plays like tpar threes with a very precise iron play off the tie get into
the right piece of fairway to take a shot at thecped green. The water flanks you tightly along lgft from
tee to green and is most definitely in play. Y8urybrid at the 150 stake on the lower level iskibst drive
position-the upper level to the right leaves a Emghot across to the green. Now your short iemth be very
precise to a small circular green set behind a duakd against the water. There really is noddilareas on
this hole so take dead aim and go for it.

#8 Par 3 182/165

A gem it is-a visual gem of a par 3. You will himiddle iron to an eggplant shaped-narrow bupdee
target set on a 5 to 11 angle to the tee bankddtbdoont. The front positions are sandwichedatsen
bunkers-the back left is a carry over a huge anmméka sand bunker. Generally play to center autti gown
to the front or up to the back. These first two thaees are really spectacular to look at-Fazensp
considerable amount of money on the esthetics eseth

#9 Par 4 415/365

This is the number three handicap hole on theseotimough it only plays that way if you ignore the
huge sucker sign hanging over the right cornehefdriving area. The water on the right begs yoloet daring
but don't, hit a driver at the big mound and thé 4&ke. Now you should have a short to mid clross the
hazard to a deep and generous green from froradk. blf you play the hole articulately it is a fzary
wavering is a double or worse. Hit the take oathucarry for a dog-you will need renewed strerigttithe
back nine.

#10 Par 4 401/372

This may be one of the most subtle, interesting,@allenging holes on this course. It is a $ldyy
ear right that is quite narrow from tee to greéiriooks like you should drive it to left of theght grass bunker
you see from the tee but the problem is that if gijubelow that line the rough falls off sharpbythe right and
you are gone. | like driving it right at the 15@lee left center and then looking up the holéatdlevated
green. This green is sharply above you and predent the left by a series of deep bunkers youadevant to
visit. The iron shot up the hill is very tight asesult and will play one club more because oftlegation.
This green is very difficult-a saddle shape frontd® which makes the putting quite a challengbkisTs a
very difficult hole-demanding drive and even moeendnding approach shot.



#11 Par 5 467/447

Another Fazio 5-not near as easy as it looks-requlot of thought in planning your shot sequerioe.
spite of the eye appeal to drive over the rightkaurit is really a center drive since the hole altjugoes
slightly left. Now you can hit a three wood at treen since you must drive it past 80 yards tardiee bunker
on the left. There is a generous landing area dbere so if you miss reaching the green it isygpte L club
up into a small raised green. This pitch is t@aaow green that pitches back to front. You sh@dta good
birdie opp here.

#12 Par 4 326/301

This is a cute short hole that is not as techlyic®@manding as you might expect for its distanthe
drive is to left center at the 4/5 palm clump-yoaill find it a very generous landing area. Now yatia wedge
or sand wedge over a big bunker from 80 yardséemside to a diagonal green arrangement 7 tbyoul
drive in the right fairway bunker the green islsglachable. The green is quite deep so you daalacplay
deep and putt back. Birdie is a possibility here.

#13 Par 4 362/328

This is another left turning dogear around theawaiith bunker buffering to keep you out of thendlri
You want to drive straight ahead at the 150 stal@denerous landing area-do not try to cut theeraat all-no
gain all pain. Now you have a 6 or 7 to a deepmtéat leans to the right.

#14 Par 3 170/158

This is a hole that looks alot meaner than itlygalays. You hit a mid to long iron over the hatéo a
green set above you. You really have to hit adbiae to engage the water. The green is set baok the
front bunkers on the right so keep this in mind wieu are taking perspective of the tee shot. eplenty
of room to miss short and right as a result of gap. The place you do not want to miss is |&fe green
banks sharply left to right so pitching up from theélout area on the right is actually a very plagashot. You
have to make a pretty horrendous mistake heretta gegh score.

#15 Par 4 385/364

This hole is pure Fazio visual deception. Eveangrabout this dog leaner right says play up tpbtri
side of the hole-yet the hole is virtually unplalgafsom that side. Drive it to left to get a gdodk up the hole
at a narrow really long putting surface that igpskbaway from you 5to 11. There is a deep geaigel along
the entire front right that you need to avoid. Agrhing from the left takes that out of play andeg you a
good look at the flag stick position. This greettiag is quite unusual-it has a bit of a scottisksy feel to it.
This is a great hole.

#16 Par 3 150/133



This is a very punitive par 3-probably the hardest will play all day. From the tee you must gaar
short iron all the way across the hazard to a daggeen that is bordered by huge boulders all adiesgreen
face. This is very psychologically intimidatingcha real extra challenge. The green is sharplyotoed in a
pear shape with a tier from 10 to 4. The bailare@ is long and right though the pitch back fraretis right
down the slope of the green toward the bouldersaaatdr. This is a real difficult hole that if ydimish with
your butt in tact you are doing well.

#17 Par 5 527/492

This may be one of his most creative holes ondbisse-it is kind of an S-Shaped long par five tha
takes superb shot positioning just to make the plalgable. You drive to center from where you wibtice
that the green is barely visible behind a majarstrof oak trees that cut across the playing aveaur layup
must be to just about 100 yards off the right sifithe clump of trees. Now if you end up in thésjiion you
will have a short shot to a most steeply bankedrgfeom 11 to 5. Do not pitch past the cup or wilihave to
grow fuzz on your Titlest to get it to stop puttidgwn the slope. The water on the right on the@gugh is
clearly in play so do not wander. This is a hbla tdemands absolute accuracy on each shot otleeyais
should be playing for 6.

#18 Par 4 425/392

This may be one of the most picturesque tee gstand driving area looks you have ever seen
anywhere. The tee is set up on a man-made superttat looks likes something out of an arboretura o
nature reserve. The drive is across a formidayssato a generous landing area in left cented.fidlake sure
to take the time to appreciate this tee settingpasamble down the hole and look back. From thdileg area
you now have a mid to long iron up a narrow appnahat is bordered on the right by a long buffesagd
area. This green is narrow and super deep-aln@ogadls so hit enough club to reach the pin organuhave a
200 foot putt. There really is little wanderingasp on this approach so be long enough and accukatigo
putt and a par will be a very gratifying finishttos wonderful golfing experience.



