ROYAL COUNTY DOWN
Newcastle, County Down
Northern Ireland

Architect: George Combe (1900-1910)

Tees Par Yardage Rating Slope
Medal 71 6878 74 131
Stableford 71 6675 73 126

Overview:

Ireland is a country that boasts over 45 linkg golrses and Royal County Down is undoubtedly the
crown jewel of them all in the mind of those whavédnad the privilege to play it. The course camps
dramatic sand dunes above the town of Newcasthe. high vistas of the course provide some of thetmo
majestic views in Ireland of this small rural toget at the foot of the Mountains of Mourne along shores of
Dundrum Bay and the Irish Sea.

To borrow from the English golf writer Peter Dobiass’s descriptive in the course yardage book, €Th
links of Newcastle are exhilarating even withoalub in your hand....... As a backdrop, the Mountains of
Mourne loom heavily against the sky, subtly chaggialor under the play of sunshine and shade pigie
Irish sea switches its mood. Spice the picturé aihint of peat smoke in the wind and you haveténg
which all the billions of property developers coukeler reproduce. The strip of dune land was 9ftgahe
road to being a golf course before the game wasievented. All it ever needed from the hand ohmas a
minimum of adjustment...... And all it needs now istraint from the hand of man.”

The original routing of Royal County Down was dand.889 by Old Tom Morris, who erroneously
gets credit for the current course design, sincstmbhis routing was abandoned about a decade [ates
course we see today was the result of the diligenk of a club member, George Combe, in the ed303s.
Much like Oakmont or Merion built around the sarneet this incredible course was not the work ciimdus
course architect but rather an obsessive workagness of a talented golfer and member of the wiub
understood the unique topography and wind conditafrthis area and produced a series of holesmbald
take full advantage of both to create a uniquedalcthallenge. Subsequent modifications were dorike
course by the renowned architect Harry Colt in1820’s when he modified some green settings aratexle
the famous % and 9" holes which are two of the most celebrated orcthese today. In 2005 further
renovations were done by English architect Don#betlSand the 1Bhole got a major makeover strengthening
the finish of this magnificent layout. But it isally the work of Combe that is most responsibtetiese
championship links that have so admirably stoodéktof time.

The impression most people have of this course tifegr first walk is that it is unfair and somewha
capricious. At 6600 yards in a howling Irish breewth only 3 par fours under 400 yards | can usi@derd how
they would say that. The totally blind tee sheiguired on 2, 5, 6, 9, and 11 would never be pteddry an
architect building the course today. There are alplethora of blind or semi-blind shots into ¢neen



complexes depending on the angle from which yowappgoaching the green. But as a wise old Scotemea
said, they are only blind the first time you plagin and they do give the course a somewhat anpitrar
characteristic that you can enjoy if you embrace it

The fairways are narrow ribbons strung among soinleeomost impressive sand dunes in all of Ireland.
The sides of these dunes are covered with purgthbeand that nasty golden gorse that you so séerin
Scotland but rarely experience on the Emerald ISleots hit or blown off line can suffer what sedikes an
arbitrary punitive fate as a result but it is jtiet sticky rub of the green. The landing areashudftee and into
the greens have very distinct slopes and colle@reas so picking the right club and the right tmend up in
a position of tactical advantage is at a premitiiring an experienced caddy to be on your shouldtr local
knowledge is a really wise investment.

The bunkers at Royal County Down are probablynitsst famous calling card. They are deep,
cavernous sharply angled pits with native sea geagsowing over the top edges like intimidating @two
eye brows. In many ways the generous bunkerindnat wiakes this course a tactical gem. As with riolss
course that experience strong winds of varyingatioes, the positioning of a particular bunker ganfrom a
benign visual hurdle one day to a heart stoppimcgit carry the next. Tactical positioning of the ball and
the approach shots makes the game a bit of a ofegsh with the course and the daily elements.

The greens are the least discussed feature gbtitse but in some ways the most important to densi
Similar to the Pinehurst 2, many of these greeaslamed with fall off shoulders that feed a shahaut
sufficient conviction off into grassy hollows omghpits from which it will be a serious challengeget up and
down. The low running recovery pitch will get majse, often times beginning away from the pinrgtthe
slope and breeze bring the ball back to your targéere is plenty of slope in these greens-someab and
some subtle-that make reading the greens for patér@ak a huge challenge. Again, an experienaddyc
can be invaluable in this regard.

For all the visual shock and awe you find on tiwarse, it remains eminently playable and a place
where you can shoot a good score if you keep yaisratoout you. It will ruthlessly punish impatiesdurse
management especially from players trying to dg pleots that are clearly out of their skill setuti& provides
wonderful opportunities to recover with clever teat options for a player with a creative imaginatand
sound judgment. As with all links courses the gibis your friend, especially when the wind is s hitting
bump and run approaches on the proper line canygivescoring opportunities you would not expecthev
this day is over your mind will be as exhaustegiag arms and shoulders, but if you have played avel
won your Nassau bet there is a very gratifying @ess with a large head awaiting you in the bar.

Royal County Down has never hosted an Open Charsipip, mostly because of the obscure location
and logistical challenge it would present to gett2®,000 people a day to the course. But it hdstleshare
of prestigious and memorable championships oveydhes. The Senior Open Championship was hosted he
from 2000 through 2002 and it attracted the likeNlicklaus, Palmer, Player and Watson. After pigyhere,
Watson put the first 15 holes at Royal County D@awthe tops of his favorites list. The 2007 Walkeip was
a nail biter affair between some of the strongestaurs in the world. The U.S. team that prevai2d to
11.5 included Rickie Fowler, Dustin Johnson, and@/8impson all of whom are destined to become
household names on the PGA Tour.



Royal County Down has the golf pedigree to prowidiat the famous golf writer Herbert Warren Wind
once said was “the sternest examination of gotfienever taken”. Bernard Darwin golf writer antbp line
amateur in his own right wrote that the golf herétihe kind of golf that people play in their mesststatic
dreams.” If you approach playing here with an opémd and a spirited resolve, you too will come gwith a
scrapbook of special golf memories from playing ohthe finest links courses in the world.

Hole-By-Hole:
#1 Par 5 523/503

The opening hole generally plays downwind. It [sagic three shot par five but it is important &b off
to a solid start. You are not going to see andilierpar until the 1% so you need to take advantage here-
make par and get to the second tee with a gooel itagour mouth. . Drive to center and layuphat $tone at
120. The green sits down in a receptive depresi@imply punch one between the low dunes at ddsya
from the green and give yourself a scoring oppatyurNice view back to the first tee with the hiotéeeple
behind. If there is any mist in the mountains tias a very ethereal feel to it.

#2 Par 4 424/387

The first of the five blind driving holes-driveawer the ridge in front of you into a saddle faagnon the
other side. There is a small dune about 45 yaaifs the green that partially blinds your approa¥iou need
an adroit iron to a teeny plateau green you gev&y a saddle bunker set into the base of the durtes green
has shoulder pads so balls will fall off to eits&te leaving a delicate recovery pitch. Halaciousker short
and left that you need to avoid.

#3 Par 4 475/455

Now it gets interesting. This is one of the hatg®ar fours you will ever see-it plays the fulidgh on
the card. Lots of subtlety in this drive becausehole bends slightly right. A drive down thehtigeaves a
shorter approach but it is blinded by a dune orritjig. Driving up the left gives a wide open loolt at the
expense of a longer club in. Hit a two-cheekdetbcenter over all kinds of fechmeil in front ydu and there
is still have a long way to the green. Remembsatw said in the overview, the course will punisipatient
course management. You can try to blast a thremwmreach the green, but if you have any doubtiab
getting there your best play might be to lay upbethe two large bunkers 40 yards short of themgrd-ive
with a pitch and a couple of putts is no embarrasdrhere. This is the definition of survival golf.

#4 Par 3 215/202

This was one of the additions Harry Colt madenedourse in the 1920’s and it is the first of feary
good par threes you will play today. He was a srast green complexes and you will see it herantthe
top tee and at its full length this is one of thestrmagnificent looking par threes | have seemalahd. Itis
worth a hike to the top just to take in the viewtus green setting against the stunning backdfadpeo
Mountains of Mourne. You have a long shot oveoesman of gorse between tee and green and addamkeb
of low gorse covering the dunes behind just for s@tcent intimidation. You just have to elevateditulate



shot onto the grassy landing area in front of tleeg and let it feed on. This green is a bit napat amply
deep.

#5 Par 4 429/418

This blind drive here on a diagonal playing artgléhe hidden landing area is very disorientingve@
the length of the hole you are tempted to cut thglet and shorten the hole, but the five bunkedsgamse that
protect the corner mitigate against that idea.hérsdrive or one too far left is a long way fronetgreen so
that is not a good strategy either. Drive to cetdeet a look around the corner at the greeamseing the
dunes. Your approach shot in will have to cargydiane on the right to get to a green with bunlaftsand
hollows right. Best miss here is straight and shor

#6 Par 4 369/355

Another blind drive to center over the stone te@eptive saddle fairway landing area. The resl te
here is to hoist the next one over the cross butakarsmall crowned putting surface probably thalkrst one
on the course. This green has fall offs on balesiwhich gives you an even smaller effective tangeyour
approach. Just one bunker on the right but itnasty.

#7 Par 3 135/125

The short yardage on the card belies the diffycoftthis hole. This is severe green with it'd lgifle
sloping off and toward the deepest greenside bumkéhe course. If the wind is coming from théhtithis is
one of the most difficult shots you play all dait a high lawn dart to clear the front bunker anark away
from the left bunker into the center of the gre@imere is another mound front right that can creabblems as
well.

#8 Par 4 424/414

Two difficult finishing holes are ahead of you thre way to the house. Drive it long to left of tamat
bunker. Your view in is obscured by some humpsyba need to split to reach a tiny domed greefouihd
the putting on this one to be very quick-probably tesult of the wind and exposure to the bay eridft.
Again a five here is not a bad score.

#9 Par 4 4271427

This is the second memorable hole Harry Colt ¢oated to Royal Country Down. Launch your drive
over a massive hill at the steeple you saw frombemone green. Target is a 40 yard wide landieg argood
60 feet below you on the other side of the hilhc® you block and tackle your way to the top od thill the
view is breathtaking. There is an iconic photogrgpu have probably seen by Lawrence Lambrechieféd
steeple of the Slieve Donard Hotel and the towN®@#/castle at the base of the Mountains of Mourne.
Definitely a Kodak moment. Once back to realiyypur tee ball should have ended up in the flatfay below
but you have as challenging of a long shot as yidithewe all day. The deep cross bunkers at 40s/aeed to
be carried. The green is fairly deep but do nagurprised if it does not hold. If you feel yoe aut of
comfort range to reach lay up short of the bunkex$try to par with a pitch and a putt.



#10 Par 3 188/180

Open the inward nine with a nice looking par thridmse green sits in a natural amphitheater of slune
framed by low furry bunkers. The green seemsttbedow the tee so it might be a club less. Sinij8ieé shot
that can be bounced in. The green banks harctaght so you might try to squeeze a slider iheftag.

This may have been one of the surviving holes ftieeoriginal Old Tom routing-that would mean it leen
torturing players for almost 125 years.

#11 Par 4 430/430

Last of the steeplechase blind drives-hit it aherleft side of the directional rock on top ofstdi0 foot
dune. This looks like a taller carry than it iyur driver and have confidence in its loft. Téweding area
has a natural flow to the left that will feed bdham the line of the hole. Now power a wood atretty
accessible green pinched by a couple of bunkers.

#12 Par 5 478/469

Here is your chance to make up some lost grountti@scorecard, it is probably the easiest holthen
course. Drive it hard at the right edge of theegréhere is a huge crater in the left rough thadtrbe avoided
that was created when alien space ships landedrh&8#7. Now you can blast a wood up a narrovangling
area smartly framed by the dunes and the gorsgultivoid the bunkers at 100 and 50 yards resfsdgtyou
can reach or have a short pitch.

#13 Par 4 423/423

Pure eye candy as this dogleg right hole windsthyghrough a valley of gorse and heather. Haseto
the toughest hole on the back side. Drive to cetd it should provide a sneak look around theecamthe
right at the left corner of the green and greenbigeker. The green complex is hidden behind aahill
protected by moguls and deep grass. Though ycusemit, your best strategy is to land it shord aight and
it will feed on the green that is tucked back up ia hill to the left. This green is severely ®€dso putting
here will be a chore.

#14 Par 3 202/202

The last three par plays one club further thanlmemten. This green is slightly raised-set onragieaof
5-11 and has some really bad boy bunkers on thé ftank of the green, front left, and left of theeen. The
green follows the general slope of the ground adatfrom high front right to lower back left. Dicult par to
make unless you hit a perfect shot in.

#15 Par 4 454/454

Another beast of a par four, this tee shot plays $mall landing area-drive to center over thedational
rock-at which point it dogears right over a pinatthe fairway. From there it is a long club ovem rough
ground and a pair of bordering bunkers at abowta8fs. Once again if you do not think you can reach



comfortably lay up short of the green and try teesa par with a clever pitch and a putt. The gteahhas a
fall offs on both sides so no approach shot is.easy

#16 Par 4 318/300

This short par four was redone by Donald Ste@0@5 and it has certainly stepped up the challenge
notch. Probably need to hit something from thévated tee to about 100 yards to get a pitch yowspan to
this green that slopes front left to back rightvill take a dexterous pitch into a downslope tbaescoring
opportunity here so focus.

#17 Par 4 416/402

Small pond in the middle of the fairway is invigilfrom the tee just out of reach of a big drive-no
strategic purpose-merely natures decorationsedins out of place on a links course but naturaeaticsk
permission. Drive to center leaving a long to imich to a saucer shaped green that feeds frometheThe
green is necklaced by nasty pot bunkers all around.

#18 Par 5 548/528

Long, level finishing hole usually playing intoetiprevailing breeze. The fairway is littered wi pot
bunkers that frame the hole from tee to green.ettks topography which explains the bunker ollerki
Drive to center and hit a strong wood to about y&@ls. The pitch is in to a slightly raised anovaned
putting surface. If you avoid sand on this hole ghould get a putt for birdie.



