Torrey Pines-South Cour se
LaJolla, California

Designers: William F. Bell (1957) and Rees Jon€912

Tees Par Yardage Rating Slope
Blue 72 7051 75.3 137
White 72 6628 73.1 331
Gold 72 6153 70 129
Overview:

There is something extra special about a publitfgaility that has held a major championshipisithe
almost counter intuitive combination of a qualiglfgacility and the lack of the pomp and circunrsta of an
exclusive private country club. Seeing a driviagge full of regular Joes and pull carts being éaground
the fairways remind you that golf is a game oftladl people not just the privileged ones. At a@lide this
you see that money invested wisely can pull offtfiate venue that can be enjoyed by anyone whp fsr the
challenge without asking them to sacrifice the rhjntnortgage payment.

Torrey Pines has 36 wonderful holes originallyigesd by William Bell but it is the South Course 18
that was renovated by Rees Jones in 2001 that brehig up to a standard to allow it to play hastite
memorable 2008 U.S. Open duel between Tiger anddrothe changes Jones made to the course areymostl
in the fairway and greenside bunkering and thaesfient of the green complexes. This is not a eowith
signature holes you cannot forget. But becaussegat on TV as the host to what is now the Farmers
Insurance Open, there are images seared in ourahstdnning seaside vistas and colorful hangmyid
parachutes over the rocky cliffs of La Jolla.

The course meanders back and forth atop thosg icts on the coast of Southern California and is
dominated by a large rock and scrub canyon in tigelle of the property. The canyon is not in plagttoften
but it's presence, much like the every presentidedseeze, influences your judgment every time g@eiit.
The course is lush so there is not much roll odtthe prevailing wind makes any hole with the ocearyour
left play considerably longer than the number engtorecard. Most of the holes run quasi-partdléte cliffs
so the directional influence of the wind on mosielas clearly discernable. It is the intensityttué wind on
any given shot that is the enigma. There will lyntimes where the final resting place of yourrapph a
club long or a club short will have you scratchyoyir head in bewilderment.

Jones flanked most of the driving areas with busiker both sides which suggest a preferred shape to
your tee ball to get to the most advantageousipadior your attack at the greens. The new gresnplexes
give this course it's strategic character. Mostehdlanking bunkers to negotiate, but there isegalty an
opening in front with the green raised slightlyrfréhe fairway, so bouncing it in is rarely an optio

For me this is a walkers course, if you don’t waanliug your carry bag then take them up on thé pul
cart option. There are a few cardiac walks froeegrto the next tee but for the most part the Hudee fairly
gentle ramping and the scenic views are much bapiereciated during a walk in the center of theasfay then
from a hurtling cart cascading up the path.



I would be remiss if | did not emphasize how umigund cool the hang gliding is to this golf course.
When you get to the seaside holes you may be sigiosier an approach shot and on your second aald fin
look up at the target your are startled by the sndgppearance of two rugby stripe parachutesgatis from
nowhere into your visual screen from behind thegreThe coolest part, when you get closer to liffs,ds to
realize that these folks are like the dogs runwinghe beach, they are having the time of theadijust
hovering like marionettes over the beach tuggirgr imes to find the next wind gust to take themamother
ten floors. The hooting and hollering is infectious

The fee for playing is totally reasonable. Asoan of state resident you can actually reserve ditee
over a month in advance. They only take Visa ardtsrcard for the green fees so don’t try and plyry
Platinum Amex or you will be reaching back in ygarcket for cash before you get on the course.

The golf shop at Torrey Pines is one to die fiwst endless selections of everything you could wan
clothing and accessories with their cool logo. tBest is that the prices are unbelievably reaskeniain
everything. This is the biggest golf store in bHlaland they have it priced like a warehouse otdiattract the
minions. There is also a nice food service op#oross the lawn at the back of the lodge-wood fchpatio
that overlooks the 8green and the visual scenery beyond. Great fiaan after round snack.

From the standpoint of design, this is not thetmasmorable golf course you will ever play, busit
wonderful day of scenic views, perfect weather, affihe golf challenge that you need to experiensmerica
needs more of these top line public golf venuesdha brag that a major was played there and sgalid

Hole-By-Hole Analysis: (White/Gold)
#1 Par 4 419/373 yards

The beginning seems quite simple but making apdhe this sneaky long hole is a chore. The hole
ramps up before you from the tee to a landing agabunkers on either side. Power fade fits tamnlof the
dogleg. Likely to still have a fairly long club tipe rest of the ramp to a pinched opening to argtleat is
tipped toward you. Pitch and a putt for par isltkely scenario.

#2 Par 4 329/319

There is a great mix of short and long par fowggering this course and this hole is a good exawipl
how you do not need length to make the hole chgilten Drive it left center just off the bunkeradiout 230
and you are looking down to the green set to thietri Stepped green sits on a diagonal from frgiit to back
left with bunkers flanking both sides. Becaus¢heflevels in the green you have to elevate yoprageh all
the way to the tier with the flag.

#3 Par 3 149/142

If there is a signature hole here it is-pure gatfge candy. They even provide a credit card acces
tourist camera adjacent to the tee box for thosamshots for the office wall. The downhill plusvand that is
likely at your back makes this a tough club to pdihe shallow green drapes over the top of a bitker
across the front and there is nothing but snakeéeniless left and long. He provides a little batl chipping



area front right and a touch of extra green spacé& keft but it is still a very precise shot toylzere. If you
somehow made a bogie and two pars walking to thetfdee you are ahead of the game.

#4 Par 4 448/423

You now turn 180 degrees and with the ocean om kgduso you are probably playing into a headwind.
This is unfortunate since at 423 you were alreamtgérline for getting there in two, now it is clgea three-
shot hole. Drive it hard up the hill to the areigaaent to the two fairway bunkers. For the secgmawill
notice the fairway tips left toward the one gredasiunker. Since you should probably be layindoup
position hit a low stinger up the right to get aadgeek up to a green that is set 5 to 11 and amkead you.
This way you can hit an aggressive pitch up thpeskEnd have a sniff at a par. Playing thesevasthbles you
can appreciate the genius of holes parallel tskioee giving you some magnificent views of the abal
coastline and a good bit of breeze to factor irto glaying strategy.

#5 Par 4 394/382

You are turning back where you just came fromhg®is a scoring opportunity. | like a draw here
working down the left to give you a good view a tireen set on an angle to the right. This graks d¢ff to
the back right into a heel print so something dggressive will drift way to the right. The bakiok of this
green complex is something you will see over anel taday.

#6 Par 5 499/452

Second scoring opportunity in a row if you areefalrto not to do the Limbaugh wander. Shortish pa
five with the canyon on the right. The driving @atie narrow the first 200 yards so you have toeesthe
corner unless you are feeling particularly boldike a slider at the second bunker from the I&fhis is where
the hole turns to the right and then straighterisatbihe way to the green. Hit a long club asdawn as you
can to set up a short pitch to a narrow greenddigen the fairway with bunkers on both sides. sldrieen has
three distinct tiers and ramps at you so focus preeise yardage and elevate your approach teetttes with
the pin.

#7 Par 4 424/387

Turning back in the direction of the ocean ag#irs is the number one handicap hole on the caande
there is good reason for it. The hole wraps ardhedcanyon on the right and tightens considertdi#ycloser
you get to the green. You want to drive to lefitee to get a good look around the corner-the toeethe right
will block your sight and flight line if you end up the right rough. The fairway narrows the [880 yards as
it leads up to a green that is nestled againstahgon on the right and behind. One huge bunkdsgke
entire right side of the green which is good beeatiprobably keeps some wayward shots out ofdagiant.
The green sits on a 7 to 1 diagonal and is tip@et o you on that line. The shot into this gresea fade for
sure starting left of the green and working upkifig it over the canyon and turning back into wisa pretty
narrow green over the yawning bunker does not segimpercentage. Five is a very acceptable saothis
hole.



#8 Par 3 155/146

Good things can happen to your scorecard in tRetheee holes so try to focus. All the three pams
this course are interesting and that is becaus@mare remotely alike. After that visual postcaxperience
on three you have a totally blind, visualize angtrrequirement here. Same distance as the eamkgrentirely
different executable. The hole plays slightly diplvhich may add some distance but not much. Tleemyis
shallow so you have no latitude of error front &k and the green is sandwiched between a smatllueker
behind and a humongous cavernous sand pit in fidybu end up in the front bunker you may havelas
that the 60 degrees of your steepest wedge weioeigh to clear the Mt. Rushmore front face oftiheker.
This is all about visualization and trust-imagihe shot, pick the club for that distance, and tyositr swing.
All you want is a three from 145 yards, does nensé¢hat difficult but this hole will test that thgo

#9 Par 5 510/459

The par fives are the best scoring opportunitidee@day so you better take advantage here. iJlais
straight away path from tee to green between asefibunker arrangements that will capture waywsanats.
Drive it hard to center between the bunkers treat st around 230. From there hit it to about y8fis-the
next set of bunkers begin on the right at 130-asuwshould have a routine pitch into a very narrogaeg
sandwiched between some nasty bunkers. The geseté tiered stepping from front right to back &fd,
given the diagonal set of the green, you do noagehole bunch of depth to work with. With shdrtb in
your hand a birdie opportunity is a realistic pbaty.

#10 Par 4 348/311

Switch gears again, another short technical partfwat will reward control and accuracy. Youyour
drive to left center at the bunker on the left the¢ms to impinge the driving area. From therehaue a
wedge in your hand at another tight green setttdosthe left between bunkers. This green hadge across
the center that will roll balls back to the frol&ft or off the back right so plan your approachadingly.

#11 Par 3 187/167

Those of us who know Torrey Pines from the anR@A event or the 2008 U.S. Open always associate
it with the colorful hang gliders that work theftdiabove the beach next to the course. You aneargering
the hang gliding zone, try not to be too distradiggeople bobbing up and down from under the adiacliffs
into your sight line. My advice is take a few picts from the back of the twelfth green and be deitie it.

This is an awesome mid-range par three that @gistly downhill from the tee to a narrow greem se
into the hill below you. The wind will likely ofet the slightly shorter flight time created by tevnhill so |
would pick a club for the normal distance and titisThe green is narrow and stepped so even@dtub
landing in the middle of the putting surface hdmekstop to keep it on the lower level. The gneeaps
around the left bunkers so the back left pin i& @ta phone booth job. Neat juxtaposition of yball floating
down the hill to the green with a couple of airkigs watching it from the other side suspended uageece
of colorful silk. You don’t get this visual oppartity on a tennis court.



#12 Par 4 443/413

Back to harsh reality. Much like number four tisi®ne of the longest holes on the course playmg
the shoreline directly into the prevailing wind.otydrive it to right center up a ramped landingaasgth
bunkers on either side. The second is acrossdd hitlip to a green that is set up on the hilkledcup against
the cliffs. Once again the green has lots of sfop@ back to front so you need to be aggressiveliack pin.
The best hang gliding photo opps of the day arénethis green.

#13 Par 5 504/488

Other than the drop to the sea on three thisisrtbst topographically interesting hole of the da@fis
is a very precarious hole that plays along theraénainyon on the left and narrows considerablycthser you
get to the green. Hit a strong draw off the righbker that will settle in the center of the faigwal ake a
minute to appreciate the Harry Potter Fortressrgsedting in the distance, it will make it evidémtyou why
the lay up is the most important shot on this hdlae face bunkering in that hill is particularkistic. You
will send your second over the edge of the hiframt of you trying to get it to rest at about 1ft@m the
fortress mount at the bottom of the hill. Now yalavate a short club to the top of the troll tuthet green is
much deeper than it appears from where you are $mlal on your club selection. Only difficulty leas the
green has some good slope in it so making a pett fifteen feet is unlikely.

#14 Par 4 391/359

From here to the end is a real trajectory constl because you will feel the wind influence amal t
holes are very confined from the sides. This par furns back toward the ocean which means thd wit
make it longer than the measured number. The hagieds left around the canyon so take your drivéne
edge of the right rough and turn it back towardlbeker on the left. The canyon impinges the fayw
approach and the green considerably as you wotk the hole. Raised up on a mound with bunketsaled
right-the opening in front of the green is yougeett The green sits on a diagonal back to the sgthe back
pin position behind the bunker is not very accdssiMissing long and left is in the ice plant.

#15 Par 4 359/334

Continuing in the same direction this next holkkis playing up the long hallway heading to thergin
high school. The left side is dominated by founnall, very sinewy looking trees that will getyour way if
you miss into the left rough. Hit it to right cenbver the lone short tree framing the right sifithe fairway.
This green is another long diagonal ramped affamf7 to 1. The front right bunker is screamingddade
shape for your approach shot. Missing short ledte is a grassy retention depression short dethbunker.
A pitch from there is right up the fall line of tigeeen.



#16 Par 3178/151

Turn left off the fifteenth green and you are gpia play one of the truly memorable holes from the
2008 Open. For us itis a middle sized par thrigle avcarry across a slight dip in the fairway tgraen on
level to the tee. The one Torrey Pine that frathedack of the green to the endless horizonardtktance
gives this hole a very serene look. Two deep brskeenace the left and one on the right of a sl
green that is banked toward you. For the Open Besged another back tee well to the left of the wou will
play from, this made the hole play longer and diyaato the prevailing breeze, and in a total Edaarry over
the canyon left of this hole. | remember latehia bne of the last two rounds they had placedl#ugtight to
the back left of the green and Rocco hit a lasag ioon into an area the size of a queen sizedkbtanAn
amazing play considering the pressure of leadin@jr was weighing on him. This is just a magmific
seaside hole-you could image it on Pebble Beaahninute.

#17 Par 4 400/378

This is the second hardest hole on this side tasdiefinitely a place where a good score can meet
disaster if you are wayward left on any shot onhttble. The canyon is on your left so the bestedisva draw
at the constellation of sand on the right. If yorn it over you end up around 160 adjacent tdtnakers. The
approach shot is to another raised green compléstwvig fronted by two deep bunkers. The greentbpbe
back and left where it looks like an elephant hasddot impressioned for an orthotic, so don’t bepsised if
your ball gravitates to this area.

#18 Par 5 498/467

Not sure where this hole comes from becausedatadly out of character for the rest of the day’s
offerings. This is the only water hazard on tharse with a pond heckling the green just to maker yhird
shot more intriguing. A very straight hole thatlmost the opposite sister to number nine righirizkit. You
drive straight away and must keep the ball in #ieviay to give you control of your second shot. sVipeople
will simply lay up to a comfortable distance arour@iD yards-the pond does not start until abour@i@ the
green. This green is easily the biggest of theitggrawls on the hill just above the pond. Thera dent in
the front left of the green that you should remenilem TV-if they put the pin front left the prosliahit a
high spinner well past the hole and zip it backsfront left edge for an uphill putt. There Arekers back
right and left that are not much in play and vigubtacket the target for you. Back right is ddithigh shelf of
it's own, maybe the hardest piece of green to@eand stay on. This is a relatively easy parnsii with.

Before you walk off this green walk down front amtithe putt from the final round that precedee th
fist pump, that led to the playoff for Tiger andd®o back in 2008. It was about a fifteen footenfrthe front
the right edge of the green to the pin down framtpde downhill putt with about 4 inches of breakthe left.
Just get it started and about anyone could maketteabut maybe not on a broken leg.
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