Hualalai Golf Club
Big Idland, Hawaii

Designer: Jack Nicklaus ( 1995 )

Tees Par  Yardage Rating  Slope
Championship 72 6632 71.5 134
Regular 72 6032 68.8 129
Overview:

The Four Seasons needed to create a name brdrabge as the centerpiece for their residential
resort community on the big island in Hawaii. Jatikklaus was retained and did a first class jolivéeing
them a visual and memorable resort course for thessts and home owners to enjoy. This is a usewily
track with wide driving areas, accessible greend,reot a whole lot of deception. They host thenapg event
on the Apostle Tour each year, so you are likelsetnember seeing old guys in January begging aghias
wind on the last two holes.

The signature feature of this course is that & ailt on the black lava fields of the eastern &ah
Coast and Jack’s goal was to meld the holes iaghand down flow of the lava fields. The lavaates a
harsher version of the gorse or the heather oStlogtish courses setting a stark visual outlinewery hole for
the lush green of the Tiff Bermuda fairways andegse If you look up the eastern horizon to the mtains
from which this came, you do get a real sense@tdpographical flow of the element and how it deé the
character of this course.

For the most part, the lava is set off the immed@aying areas and there are only a select nuafber
times where it becomes an integral part of theiggl€hallenge. The more significant tactical chadle is
Jack’s generous use of fields of fairway bunkerifkgom the first hole to the last you will see rajgel
occasions where an entire side of the hole is kereating a dogleg effect on it's own. Missingp the
sand on that side of a hole can be a scoring disast

The course begins with a typical low impact Florstigde par 4-wide fairway-open access to a bigmyree
no lava. But you cross the road and enter a laaarg which prepares you for the full lava look.riler two
is a visual bait and switch landing area and thiemge lava dune on the right obscures access¢oyaight
green. The rest of the way is pure lava eye caridhe short par four sixth is a great example wé lautline
that can appear intimidating with a green compkExrsa lava canyon but there is a collar bunkétra back
of the green that keeps balls from getting lavanbiBeven is a unique par five where after youeditova wide
open landing area and play your second down aHallaay that chokes the fairway framing the reqiley
up shot.

There is an over-hyped cookie jar with some oatrragain and chocolate chips at the turn but thehfre
fruit in the cooler is a refreshing touch beforeiyaegin the inward half. The five pars on the backthe most
interesting holes of the day. Ten is a serpemgardive that requires full focus on your lay upsto have a
look at a green hidden behind an acre of sands,teg&l lava. From twelve to fourteen you are asecto the



ocean as you are going to get so the wind beconrega factor in all club selection. Fourteenn®ther very
imaginative par five with a hide and seek greenmemthat is difficult to negotiate with a wedgeyiour hand.

The finish is all finesse as you head back towheddubhouse. A couple of technical par fours teefo
you reach the signature seventeenth, the onlythatas truly exposed to the Pacific. Here youéehtvparasail
one through the sea breeze onto a well protecegheganything left hits lava and heads toward Jajde.
finish is a beautiful short par four over anciemwiian fish ponds and a Nicklausian sea of satadan
demanding tight green set.

This is a Four Seasons so all the amenities ateclmss. A sprawling practice facility is at your
disposal with a couple of acres of grass teeing,gching green, and a large ambling putting igrefeerfect
recluse for a five o’clock practice session to sattthe demons you encountered today. Theretisnplike
the tranquility of downhill ten footers droppingarthe cup as the sun dips back into the PacifieaDc

Hole-By-Hole Analysis:
#1 Par 4 363/328 Yards

The first hole is a gentle dogleg left that hageaerous sampling of fairway bunkers up the left th
need to be avoided. Preferred diving line is riggriter off the tee just inside the two bunkerewNou want a
draw shape to work up into a long green set oncal® with a right to left lean to it. Anything the right
center of the green should be an easy two putt tla@ locations.

#2 Par 4 394/357

So where is the lava you are mumbling to youraglyou drive away from the first green. Cross the
road and the answer will slap you in the face.k J&s you drive through a lava dump on the wayéosecond
tee for full effect and you cannot help but getw oose bumps when you look at this stuff up ciose
personal. The second hole is entirely framedva End has a prominent pile just right and shothefgreen
that will definitely shape your play into this greeStanding on this tee the aiming line is notiobs because
your eye seems to say play down the left but yallyrgvant to hit it directly at the center of threvh on the
right and trust that there is enough room for yioait to settle before it reaches there. The greeery slender
and it is raised on a table top just on the otlter sf this right lava cropping. Deep pot bunkehind that will
gather approach shots with too much enthusiasncauge of the lack of depth in this green this isamoeasy
par no matter what club you have in your hand.

#3 Par 4 396/362

OK, you now believe the lava thing and you wik s this next one how it is typically used foremc
not intimidation. This is a long par four but thlevated tee gives you a chance to hit one largadbe left
center between the fairway bunkers on either sidikeodriving area. This green is moated threesslay a
collar bunker and the lava acts as a visual cokduind the surrounding sand. The green has assbtline
up the right front so | like a gentle draw with ylamg club working up that line of approach. Greeuery
deep leans toward you so be aggressive on tharshot
#4 Par 5 505/463



Probably the easiest hole on this side, the ehtite is surrounded by lava but it really doescuwnhe
into play except in the lay up area. Drive toteefjust off of the fairway bunker on the left belgou. Itis a
semi-blind lay up to about 100 yards into a reldinwnarrow landing area. This is a double greaareshthe
surface with number eight-but the part you careuiimopretty accessible across the end of a lomgydg
bunker encroaching on the right the last 75 yatdis.gave the long hitter a bail out pitching aefaof the
green if you are so inclined to try to reach in two

#5 Par 3 174/151

This is a medium size par three with a bit of darigrking in wait. From the tee you see thatwlager
hugs the putting surface on a diagonal on the-nghite carry the further the right you play it. Taés a
yawning bunker back left to balance the dangeraopretty much need a fade shape that works ugheto
heart of the green. Safe bail is short left andnpbut there is a large mound deep right thatggilie green a
catcher’s mitt effect so you can consider using fiiaa back stop and hit it into the back thirdtloé green.

#6 Par 4 359/319

An authentic short four par here but Jack useslind look to add a little doubt to both shots.lofvg
bunker flanks the left of the hole most of the wigythe hitting area, so you aim at the left edgiheflast lava
outcropping on the right with a baby draw to seektbe blind landing area. Now this gets veryresting
because the green is below you set into a lavaorathe green tilts away from you and there is arbigntion
bunker between the green and the canyon wall terstiie danger. One lonely pot bunker is embeddedc
promontory mound front right-this masks the back bithe green. To get at a pin on the right yeant to hit
a lofted club just right of the bunker and letiitthe downslope and feed onto the green. A vertarous
approach is required into this green. | love trespntation of this hole from tee to cup-very umlisu

#7 Par 5 538/492

This is the lava vice grip par five-a bizarre desconcept that | really do not buy. From theitéga
beautiful look-slightly down hill to a very genelanding area. You want to aim at the hallwalagé that
heads toward the green since you will have to teevthis on your second. From in front of the apgryou
have to elevate it over the hallway-work it frorght to left since the lay up area on the left igengenerous.
Now what remains is an elevation pitch to a grestrbelow you with a fierce bunker guarding the frand
left. Green has one remaining lava outcroppingéatinto the left cheek of the green-the green simoaps
around this-so you may have to curve one to mabcto where the pin is placed. Green is very lomgd)\zery
uphill so be aggressive to the pin spot.

#8 Par 3 217/203

This would be his attempt at a bully par threis-& driver or 3 wood for most of us and into thadit
is a par 4. Another hole encircled by the lavaibrgally is not in play, the tee shot is somewd@tvnhill to
the other half of the fourth green. Your partleé tlouble green sits on a 5 to 11 angle and hakoyesand
pit gathering timid draws on the front left of theeen. It does seem odd to be hitting all you lava three
par but this hole actually has a bit of charm féudy.

#9 Par 4 425/382



A long finishing hole for the outward nine, esdigi if it is into the wind. The hole is a sidealeer to
the left so your best play off the tee is a haadthat follows the shape of the hole. Aim attthe spread
trees on the right hilltop and turn it down theviay. You should get forward pitch down the faigweundling
toward the green. Focusing on this green is aicapthallenge in that there are no bunkers fankaf
reference. The green is slightly raised with saoliection areas short on either side. Off thekbafahis
green is an unmanned hospitality station with reabty tasty cookies and fresh fruit in the cooler.

#10 Par 5 547/517

The back nine opens with one of the more intergdibles of the day-a Z-shaped par five with a good
bit of positional tactic. Drive to left center &overy generous landing area toward the big fairayker on the
left. Your lay up needs to be strong and dowrritjet edge to get a look back up the Z to a greeked
behind a large wasteland of sand, trees, and llwau can force it inside of 100 that will givey the cleanest
look right up the angle of the green. This greearie of the longest you will see out here so yareho get
good measure on your approach to reach the zipaiothke flag. For those insane enough to takéhen t
wasteland on the second shot he does provide ratiogtgitching area short left of the green for tyg that
clears the trouble and does not reach the greeite @ visual experience this one.

#11 Par 4 389/345

This is one of the really demanding driving hadesthe course. There is a nest of bunkers inabe of
the hill on the right that defines this as a shdogear right. You have to drive it strong to tbe of the hill on
the left to get a good look at this very tight greetting. Anything wayward right off this teebisnkered or in
the lava field to the right. If you are on grassiyhave a shortish iron to a very tapered greearsan 8 to 2
diagonal into the foot of a hill on the left. LaiEsand collar the back of the green and the frnghtt. Lawn
dart time-no other way to keep in on this green.

#12 Par 3 145/131

You don’t know it but you are getting close to tiean on these next three, so elevation chandies wi
be drastically affected by the wind now. This stapid downhill par three of only 145 yards whieefelt
compelled to throw a silly element-a large pot kemikto the middle of the green to create someesehs
tension. It really only does this if the pin ischa Big bail out area provided short and righttfawse who do
not want to take on the massive bunker frontingpléing surface.

#13 Par 4 359/330

Opportunity knocking on the next two so get aggikes Semi-blind landing area for the drive-jugt s
it between the fairway bunkers with a little dregqgé. The second is into a slightly elevated twogreen set
on the 5 to 11 angle to you-big yawning bunkergsakp the entire left side of the green. Short inowith a
little draw curve working up to the flag positianthe ticket. Ocean is just over your right sheulthroughout
SO pay attention to the intensity of the wind ia thighest trees.

#14 Par 5 502/493



Bit of a dipsy doodle five par, not dissimilarshape or strategy to number ten. Your aim offtéeeis
at the large mound through the fairway on the rigi¢ need to take on the lone fairway bunker @nleift
unless you are big, strong and have ideas of grarade the wind is helping. Lay up is tricky-Hiup the right
to about 100 to get an angle back to the left actlos edge of the plaza of bunkers he placed ifinbeturn of
the dogleg. Beware of the one containing bunkstrtu the right of your lay up spot. This is aaspling green
saddled across the top of the plaza, but fromitie spot you should have an aggressive short pitget it
close and have a birdie chance.

#15 Par 4 384/322

From here to the end you are faced with a sefieschnical holes-nothing overwhelming but you have
to play positional golf to make some hay. Thia sharp mid-size dogear left par four with a digtray piece
of lava on the corner of the dogleg you need toign Play out to the right and turn it over to empdoetween
two large swaths of bunkers-going over the laalig because you will likely get a left kick intbe bunker on
the corner. Fairly naked green that is extremahgland tilted left sp a fade approach will coutibertendency
of the ball to move left. Pitching area availabfethe left.

#16 Par 4 408/369

| think that this is one of the most interestiagtical holes you play. To look at it from the tegist
looks long-especially if the wind is blowing at ybecause all you see on the horizon is a vaguedrofg
Japan. The hole has almost a zig-zag shapewsdtight and then the green is set back to thadminst that
dogleg. Drive needs to be strong down the cemhisra must to avoid two bunkers that flank theneor The
big hitter might choose to try to fly the one oe tight but it is 240 plus to carry and there isther littler one
lurking to the right if you leak it. From the cenbf the fairway it is in the 175 range to an asdge green
working back up to right with bunkers flanking etlside. Big bail out spot available short andhtigGreen is
almost 40 long so you can leave yourself a conalderfirst putt if you are timid.

#17 Par 3 161/143

This is the signature hole-the only one all dagreithe ocean influence is right in your faceis i
middle range par three-probably plays at leastib ldnger since the green is exposed on two sidiee.green
is a humongous anvil shaped which is good andrr®snded on two sides by lava which is bad. Tlere
really no miss left or deep that does not hit theks and end up with the dolphins. Best playdsaav over the
right bunker that turns into the middle of the greé.ots of elevation change in the surface itselfwo putting
will be no breeze. Very intimidating hole-very @ift@ng par if you make it.

#18 Par 4 366/325

This is a very visual finishing hole that lackadéh but has lots of distraction from tee to grebfain
distraction from the elevated tee box is the shesof sand he put up the left side. A coupleasifonal
bunkers would have been enough to discourage gutigcorner on this hole but | guess he did nattuwa
take any chances on the discouragement thingoulfppsition a nice right to left one in the hedrthe wide
landing area you are looking at a long and narroeeig set back to the left set on the 5 to 11 diago®ne
bunker on the right and some mounding in front afé totally playable so you must approach theegrwith a



right to left shot. Hit the green in the segmenthe flag and you have a real birdie chance sihisegreen is
fairly flat and you should not see any putts rugramvay from you.
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